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Editorial

Hannington & Green Contracting offer a wide range of services in domestic, 
industrial and commercial installations of electrics, kitchens, bathrooms 
and office spaces, as well as property maintenance and building services.

All our services are available to domestic, 
commercial and industrial clients.

HANNINGTON & GREEN
C O N T R A C T I N G

Electrical Installation 

Data Installation

Solar PV

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Commercial Fit-Out

Property Maintenance

Building Services 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

01635 285354

info@hanningtongreen.co.uk

www.hanningtongreen.co.uk

1ii Cover: Denys Blakeway 

TREE SURGERY

•Fully Quali� ed and Insured

•Tree Surgery

•Planting•Pruning•Removals

•Hedge Cutting 

•Stump Grinding

•Woodland Management

•Chip, Mulch & Logs for Sale

T: 01635 254712 

M: 07903 259973

www.greentipsuk.com

greentips

YOUR LOCAL TREE CARE SPECIALIST

It’s that time of year again when we try to put into practice those resolutions 
we made at the New Year. Cynics would say that our aspirations at the 

turn of the Year often fade away in the stress of everyday life, by the time 
February is here. I’ve always been a bit of a daydreamer though, as shown 
many years ago, when I asked for a metal detector for Christmas. It was 
my New Year’s resolution to take up a new hobby; I decided to become a 
detectorist. ‘Who knows?’ I thought, ‘what lies before me? Perhaps another 
Staffordshire hoard? After all, East Woodhay has been inhabited since the 
Iron Age at least; there must be treasures galore buried in the woods and 
fields of the neighbourhood’. 

Duly kitted out, I started in my garden in Woolton Hill, carefully waving 
the circular black disc across the lawn and gravel, while the high-pitched 
tone rose and fell in my ears. After a few minor finds – I had dug up a penny, a 
horseshoe, and an indistinct lump of rusted metal, then - bingo! 
The machine wailed, I dug and soon proudly held in my 
hand a copper ring about two inches in diameter, 
bent and slightly worn and dented in places. 
Clearly this was an extremely old artefact 
indeed. My mind raced with the possibilities. 
A hair-fastening belonging to an Anglo Saxon 
nobleman in the 8th century? An ornamental 
ring gifted by Jack of Newbury to one of his 
sheep drovers? Part of the Earl of Carnarvon’s 
Tutankhamun treasure, accidentally dropped 
as he made his way to the Castle? Fortunately, my 
sister worked at the Hampshire Archives in Winchester 
and was happy to pass my find to the County Archaeologist for a n 
expert view. I waited excitedly for weeks.

At last, my sister rang me. ‘The archaeologist has carefully evaluated 
your find, subjected to several tests and come to a definite conclusion,’ she 
announced. ‘Come on tell me, what is it’, I badgered her. ‘Well,’ she responded 
patiently, ‘he asked me to thank you for your interest, and to tell you that he 
could say with certainty that your find is a copper curtain ring, probably from 
Woolworths, and dates from the 1970s’. I put the phone down disappointed 
and embarrassed. I had wasted the archaeologist’s precious time. I had let 
my imagination run away with me and had made a fool of myself.

The metal detector went into the garage and languished there before 
being put in the small electrical items recycling bin. Bang went another New 
Year’s resolution. But it was fun to have daydreams, and as Robert Louis 
Stevenson said ‘an aspiration is a joy for ever, a possession as solid as a 
landed estate’. Isn’t that really the point of resolutions at this time of year? 

Happy daydreaming! Denys Blakeway Im
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• Garden Maintenance 

• Trees & Hedges

• Small Landscaping Projects
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Diary of Events February 2024
Friday 2nd Woodhay Walkers WHCH 10.30am

Community Cafe St. Thomas’ Church 10-11.30am

Saturday 3rd Trivial Pursuits WHCH 7.30pm

Monday 5th Evergreens HVH 2-4.15pm

Beavers EWVH 5.30pm

Tuesday 6th Cubs and Scouts EWVH 6.00pm, 7.30pm

Wednesday 7th EW Short Mat Bowls EWVH 7.30pm

Friday 9th Woodhay Walkers Malverleys 10.30am

Community Cafe St. Thomas’ Church 10-11.30am

Tuesday 13th EW WI EWVH 2.30pm

Wednesday 14th East Woodhay Short Mat Bowls EVWH 7.30pm

Friday 16th Woodhay Walkers WHCH 10.30am

Community Cafe St Thomas’ Church 10-11.30am

Saturday 17th Aladdin’s Cave WHCH 10.30-1pm

Monday 19th Beavers EWVH 5.30pm

History Society EWVH 8.00pm

Tuesday 20th Arbor Flora HVH 2.00pm

Cubs and Scouts EWVH 6.00pm, 7.30pm

Wednesday 21st EW Short Mat Bowls EWVH 7.30pm

Thursday 22nd Gardeners Club WHCH 7.30pm

Friday 23rd Woodhay Walkers Carpenters Arms 10.30am

Saturday 24th Village Market Thorngrove School 10am-1pm

Community Cafe St. Thomas’ Church 10-11.30am

Monday 26th Beavers EWVH 5.30pm

EW Parish Council EWVH 7.30pm

Tuesday 27th Cubs and Scouts EWVH 6.00pm, 7.30pm

Wednesday 28th EW Short Mat Bowls EWVH 7.30pm

Editors for January, February & March 2024:
Denny & Denys Blakeway

email spectrumwh@outlook.com



A H Pet Services 
Angela Hutchins, Hatt Common 

 
Reliable, friendly care for all your animals, 

experienced with dogs and horses 
 

 

 

Dog Walking and 
Pop in daily care for all pets 

 
Fully insured, Dog first aid course 

certificate 
Individual service, only dogs from the 

same household walked together 

Call or text Angie on      
07733 298771 

VG Furnishings. The Curtain Specialists.

01635 867804 • www.curtainspecialists.co.uk
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www.wooltonhill.com/spectrum
Spectrum is a monthly community magazine serving East Woodhay and Woolton Hill. It is run by 

a committee of volunteers and is a not for profit publication.
Reports on village activities and articles of local interest are welcomed for publication subject 
to the discretion of the editor. Copy should reach the editor by the seventh day of the month 
preceding publication and should be a maximum of 500 words. In the event of pressure for space, 
the editor reserves the right to reduce the length of the article while attempting to maintain the 

style of the writer and retaining as much content as possible.
The editorial committee accepts no responsibility for the views expressed by Spectrum 
contributors or for the quality of goods and services provided by advertisers in this magazine.

The contents of this magazine are protected by copyright and nothing may 
be reprinted without prior permission.

 

QUIZ EVENING  
Saturday 2nd March 2024 

7.30pm 
Woolton Hill Church Hall 

Teams of up to 6 
Tickets £17 pp to include hot supper & dessert 

Please bring own drinks, but  
Crockery etc will be provided 

Contact: Genie Stapleton 01635 253485 

East Woodhay Womens’ Institute
Our December meeting was well attended. It was a 

celebration with friends and members from our 
local WIs, enjoying carol singing accompanied by 
East Woodhay Silver Band. There was a delicious tea 
followed by a quiz, a decorated bauble competition, 
a sale of homemade goods and a very good raffle 
and chat.

2024 started in January with a meeting looking at our 2024 
Resolutions where we voted for the annual choice. Members enjoyed a 
lunch at Bowlers arms later in January.

Our speaker on February 14th will be from the Newbury Soup kitchen 
and our March speaker is a favourite who will entertain us with tales on 
the history of knitting.

Do join us on the second Tuesday of the month at 2.30pm.
All visitors are welcome to pop in for any meeting, enjoy the speaker, 

tea and a chat.



Hardy’s Custom-Made Carpentry & Joinery

Chris Hardy
Bruan Road
Newbury

07872124367
chris.hardy72@gmail.com

Wonders with Wood

Your local renewable energy specialist
Now installing EV chargers for solar PV

Heat Pump servicing - Mitsubishi Accredited
PV repairs & batteries - MCS/NICEIC certified

Contact Paul Gibbons on 07791 364408 
or visit www.greenwiresolar.co.uk

Greenwire Solar, October Cottage, Broadlayings, Woolton Hill, Newbury RG20 9TT

the
Alexander
Technique
Relieve back & neck pain

Enhance health & well-being
Improve posture & stamina

for lessons and courses:

Judith Turner MSTAT
01635 253981
07771 896696

judeturner7@gmail.com
www.jt-alexandertechnique.co.uk

We can help you meet all your pet and equine healthcare needs, with professional and caring staff 
who can treat your animal at a time that suits you. Out vets offer an emergency service giving you 
24 hour reassurance.

OUR SURGERIES:
Burlyns Surgery, Burlyns,  
East Woodhay, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG20 0NU.
Foxhold House Surgery, 
Crookham Common, 
Thatcham,  
Berkshire, RG19 8EL

24 hour phoneline: 01635 254544  www.coachhousevets.com

Providing 
financial planning 
and wealth 
management for 
private clients  
since 1979

www.essential-wealth.co.uk
01488 669840   enquiries@essential-wealth.co.uk

CHARTERED FINANCIAL ADVICE & WEALTH  
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

76



General DIY & Gardening ~ Wayne Murkett, Handyman
07796813580 ~ 01635 31016 ~ 07796950639

Handy4Jobs
• Painting Decorating & Tiling
• Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting
• All apects of Gardening & Fencing
• Window Cleaning, Facias & Guttering

98

How many Spectrum readers were able to enjoy the Christmas fun that was 
buzzing around some of our communities on Saturday 16th December?

The anticipation and excitement were 
building as people gathered to see lit-up 
tractors with Santa on his sleigh make 
their way around the villages in our area.  
The couple of thousand people lining the 
streets were not disappointed and the 
atmosphere was amazing as tractor after 
tractor went past with flashing lights and 
horns sounding. The delight on children’s 

and adults’ faces added to the magic of this new 
venture for 2023.

Starting in Hollington, the ‘Woolton Hill 
Christmas Tractor Run’ visited Highclere, Penwood, 

Burghclere and finished its tour 
with the 25 tractors weaving 
around the packed-out village 
of Woolton Hill, ending at 
Harwood Rise where a few 
hundred people were waiting 

to welcome 
the finale of this 
spectacular sight!

The festive 
‘Harwood Rise 
Christmas Lights’ 
event (now in its 3rd year) was in 
full swing, and the tractors were 
welcomed to top off the occasion.
Also on offer were festive 
refreshments, children’s games and 
some brilliant prizes to be won in 
the raffle. Those enjoying the evening were able to tuck into 
a delicious supper provided by Cods & Rockers and were entertained by the 
fantastic Watership Brass Band. All of this in the amazing Christmassy setting 
of lit-up homes and a giant inflatable Santa and Snowman! This celebration of 
the Woolton Hill Christmas Tractor Run and Harwood Rise Christmas Lights 
truly brought out the best of community and Christmas spirit. Those who 
organised this incredible evening would like to say a massive thank you to all 
who turned up to support and enjoy the fun. There has certainly been enough 
talk around the villages that if you did not see it in 2023, you won’t be wanting 
to miss it in 2024.

As well as helping to provide Christmas cheer and to bring the community 

Christmas Tractor Run

Holly image by jose from Pixabay

together, donations were collected for the Children’s Ward 
and Charlie’s Day Unit at Basingstoke & North Hampshire 
Hospital.  These facilities serve those in our villages so very 
well and help provide medical attention and support through 
illness and crisis. There are many stories from families who 
have benefitted from the care given and the grateful thanks is 
reflected in the amount that has been 
raised.  The 
o rgan ise r s 
are pleased 
to announce 
that they will 
be using the 

£ 3 , 1 0 0 
raised to benefit the 

children and families that use 
these services at the hospital.

A huge thank you to 
everyone who generously 
gave their time to make this 

fun evening happen. This year the aim 
is to have a similar evening on Saturday 
14th December. There will need to be 
more volunteers to help ensure it goes 
ahead - please, please consider offering 
to be part of something so special for our 

community. There will be a wide variety of jobs and tasks so 
please volunteer!
You can express your interest or find out more by emailing: 

hrchristmasevents@gmail.com
And if you know of any business that would like to sponsor the 2024 event, 

please get in touch.



Airport Transfers 

 
Professional service in luxury cars to anywhere 

in the UK for Business & Pleasure. 
 Meet & Greet in the terminal, no waiting for shuttle buses 
 Fully licensed, DBS enhanced checked 
 Door to Door service, leave your own car at home 
 Help with luggage 
 Competitive prices  
 All cards accepted 

‘Don’t drive home tired, let us drive you in comfort and style’ 

Email: glntransfers@gmail.com 

www.gln-transfers.co.uk  

Tel: 07747 800707 or 01488 648719 

 
 

 
 

 Joinery

 Built-in storage

 Doors and windows

 First and second fix

 Rotten wood

 Refurbishments

Free estimates, competitive prices – 
call Andrew 07979 455903

Window Cleaning - Gutter Clearance - Fascia & Soffit Cleaning
Conservatories - Solar Panels

Call or text for a no obligation quotation on 07876 028905
contact@andyjoneswindowcleaning.co.uk

www.andyjoneswindowcleaning.co.uk

Redlands Property Services Ltd
Specialist in All Aspects of Oil Fired Heating and Plumbing

New Boiler Installations, Servicing, Breakdowns, Oil Tank Replacements 
Under� oor Heating, Mains Pressure Hot Water Cylinders Installations

All Work Guaranteed/Free Quotes
Please call : James Mead

OFTEC Registered Company C8170
Tel 01189 810 310 / 01635 282 172 Mob 07795 063 067
www.rpsllp.co.uk     email boilersupport@rpsllp.co.uk
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Woolton Hill & District Gardeners Club

PENWOOD

N
U

RSERIES L
TD

Thousands of different hardy trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials, roses, 
conifers, fruit, climbers, ferns and grasses are always available.
A family run business. Most of our stock is produced on site and we are 
happy to help you find just what you are looking for.

enquiries@penwoodnurseries.co.uk   www.penwoodnurseries.co.uk
The Drove, Penwood, Newbury  RG20 9EW  

01635 254366

Penwood Nurseries
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If you are using peat-free compost for house plants or growing seeds 
indoors you may find that sciarid flies (tiny black flies) become a problem.

A top dressing of grit in the pot will help. Nematodes are available to deal 
with this problem or use a small piece of sticky fly paper placed next to the plant 
as this can also be effective.

Don’t worry if you see little mushrooms 
beginning to grow on the surface of the compost. 
This is because spent mushroom compost is 
often one of the ingredients in peat-free compost. 
Just pick the mushrooms off and discard. Other 
ingredients are likely to be green waste, coir, wood 
fibre and bark.

Embracing alternative gardening practices can 
be quite enlightening and you might be interested 
to know that in Thailand, all plants are potted up 
in a 50/50 mix of coconut fibre (coir) and dried 
cow dung which is very fibrous and has virtually no 
smell. The resulting compost is very easy to work 
with and excellent for plant growth.

I’m sure you will all be very successful this 
spring and summer!
 Lorna Rains

Join us on 22nd February for ‘You, Your Garden and 
Climate Change’ by Pauline Weeks.

Are we Ready for Peat-Free Compost?

A gardening acquaintance of mine always begins sowing his 
seeds on 26th December.  Admittedly this is only his onion 

seeds, but like many gardeners, he and I begin planning and 
preparing for this task as soon as possible in the New Year.

The allotment or garden plan is sketched out, 
seeds are ordered, pots cleaned and organised, 
and compost purchased.

This year our only choice of compost will be 
‘peat-free’, and you may already have experimented 
with this type of compost and had mixed results. 
Here are a few tips:

• Only buy fresh compost when you need it, 
checking the ‘use-by’ dates and storing it in 
the dark.

• Break up the fibres before using, removing 
any lumps and making sure the compost is 
moist before sowing seeds.

• Make sure your seeds do not dry out as 
they will not germinate successfully but be 
careful with watering as ‘peat-free’ compost 
tends to dry out on the surface while it is still 
wet further down.  

• Adding perlite to your compost really helps 
with drainage and texture, opening up the 
mix which helps seeds and cuttings form 
roots quickly.

• Once your seedlings are growing well and 
need potting up, they will require good 
drainage. Adding some horticultural grit to 
the mix will help with this and is essential for 
most herbs, such as thyme and rosemary.

• Plants growing in peat-free compost can run 
out of nutrients quickly, so a routine, weekly 
feed for more established plants is a good 
idea. Alternatively, add your own garden 
compost and/or sieved garden soil to the mix 
for a longer-lasting mix of nutrients.



W I N D I N G  W O O D 
V I N E Y A R D

www.windingwoodvineyard.co.uk | hello@windingwoodvineyard.co.uk | 07798 885050

Open to small parties 
for tours and tastings 
from May to October

2022 124x45.indd   2 03/08/2022   11:16

Lock & McDermott Ltd
Painters & Decorators

Public & Employers’ Ins. held

Qualified with over 30 years of experience

Producing High Quality Interior and Exterior Work in the Private Sector

lynda861@btinternet.com |  01264 363 267 | Trading Standards Approved  
    Trader (CRB Checked)

P J Cole Plastering
& Brickwork

 9 Qualified and reliable local 
bricklayer and plasterer

 9 All types of plastering, floor 
screeds, artexing/plastering 
over artexed ceilings, coving, 
tiling, garden walls, patios and 
extensions undertaken

 9 Fully insured
 9 No job too small
 9 References available
 9 Quotations available upon 
request

Please contact 07771 865621 
 or 01635 253300 for further 

information

Y O G A  I N  E A S T  W O O D H A Y

G R O U P  &  P R I V A T E  C L A S S E S
 

S U I T A B L E  F O R  A L L  L E V E L S ,
I N C L U D I N G  B E G I N N E R S

 
C O N T A C T  F E L I C I T Y

 

0 7 9 8 0  3 0 4 5 9 0
F E L I C I T Y @ F E L I C I T Y W O O D Y O G A . C O M

 
B O O K  Y O U R  P L A C E

 

F E L I C I T Y W O O D Y O G A . C O M

Personal Computers
new - repairs - upgrades - data recovery - no job too small

phone John on 01635 254102

louise benson    mobile hairdresser
01635 38041 ANY TIME

quality hairdressing with a personal service
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On Monday 12th February Dodie will be giving a talk about Mityana in Uganda and the most

recent visit in October 2023, at St Mary’s Church Rooms in Overton.

It will be from 12 noon with soup and bread and fruit for lunch, and a donation box to cover

the cost of the food. But a quick email to let us know if you are coming would be helpful for

catering purposes.

If anyone is interested there is also an opportunity to talk about 2024’s October trip. There

are some places available.

Phone: 01264 738211 Email: dodie.marsden@gmail.com

Aladdin’s Cave
 In Woolton Hill Church Hall on: 

Saturday, 17th February 
10.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

Browse through the many new and virtually new items for sale. 
We hope that you will find some irresistible treasures. 

Come and join us for coffee/tea and cake too.
If you have any new or virtually new items you 

would like to donate please contact: 
Angie 253233 or Carol 253082.

Proceeds to St Thomas’ Church



1716



 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE   
CLEAN RELIABLE BRUSH AND VACUUM 
FULLY INSURED  MANY YEARS EXPERIENCE 

                                      
AGA’S                                                
RAYBURNS                           
JETMASTERS 
ALL OPEN FIRES 
WOODBURNERS 
NEST REMOVALS 
OIL FIRED BOILERS 
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

 
CALL DARREN 

01635 569195/07900398678 
  areasweep@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
           

SHAPE UP YOUR WEEK

01635 278680
Fully Qualified Instructor, Sally

Burghclere Hall

Thursday HITT!
Torch calories with
this energetic class (£6.00)

Tuesday 

7.30-8.30pm.
(£6.00)

Monday
Beginners / Interm.

6.45-7.30pm.
(£6.00)

Help achieve your
fitness goal.

7.45-8.45pm.  (£6.00)

Hone ʻN  ̓Tone

Body Blast!
Suits all levels

Super Sweaty 
Step!

7.30-8.30pm.

1918

For further information about the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme, please contact dofe.org/contact-us.
If you have a story you would like to share, please get in touch with
the Café Proprietor, Hilary Hainge: hilaryhainge@gmail.com

He thought before answering, ‘my passion
for mountain climbing is still there – it
gives you a chance to discover who you
are, what you can achieve in an amazing
environment not everyone is privileged to
experience. Climbing is still important to
us both, indeed Nicola reached the
summit of Mount Kenya in 2003 and has
been to Everest Base Camp twice.
Nowadays we take on lower mountains
and enjoy challenging hikes. We won't
ever forget those adventures though and,
luckily, we have some great photos and
films to remind us.’

We all raised our cups to Lee and Nicola for sharing this amazing story. I had one last
question, ‘Lee, what now?’

the garden carpenter
decks, fences, gates and sheds

uncompromising quality
for a free estimate contact Duncan Graham

www.thegardencarpenter.com
01635 552301 ~ 0780 8069390

St Thomas’ Church 34th Annual 
Trivial Pursuits Championship

Saturday 3rd February 2024
7.15pm for a 7.30pm start

Teams of up to 6 people
Tickets £17 per person to include a hot supper

This year we will return to Woolton Hill Church Hall

Space will be limited so please book early

To enter or for further information please contact Ian Roch 
01635 255298          ian.roch@hotmail.co.uk

Charity Number 1173894



PROPERTY DESIGN STUDIO

ASHTON GROVE
BALL HILL
RG20 0NL

07917 203071
01635 254910

email - nick@pdstudio.org

INSTAGRAM – pd_studio_ltd
www.pdstudio.co.uk

SMALL ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN PRACTICE

HOUSE EXTENSIONS
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
BUILDING REGULATIONS
ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

ESTABLISHED 2012

10 week Adult Daytime Art courses
- held throughout the year
Designed for absolute beginners to
intermediates
Warm and welcoming environment
Pencil, Watercolour and Acrylic (as
well as other mediums) every
course
Morning or Afternoon sessions
available
Held at St Marys Church, Shaw

Get in touch for more details or to book your space.
or visit our website www.creativeartclasses.co.uk
or email studio@creativeartclasses.co.uk

Learn to 
Draw & Paint
Daytime Adult Classes

Fully qualified 
and insured

Professional, friendly and reliable with attention to detail 
coupled with great value pricing

• Tree felling
• Tree reduction
• Climbing & aerial work

• Stump removal
• Hedge reduction
• Site clearance 

Contact Nigel Smith on 07803 034716 

Email: nigel@highcleretreeworks.co.uk

Visit us at www.highcleretreeworks.co.uk
We take on small and large jobs and will happily 

discuss any individual requirements with you Emergency work undertaken
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New Church Contact

North West Hampshire Benefice
Ashmansworth + Crux Easton + East Woodhay + Highclere + Woolton Hill

…making Christ known in our communities

NEW CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE BENEFICE

(with immediate effect)

Telephone for Benefice Office

07577 423715
Benefice email address

coordinator.nwhb@outlook.com
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NORTH WEST HAMPSHIRE BENEFICE
Ashmansworth + Crux Easton + East Woodhay + Highclere + Woolton Hill

…making Christ known in our communities

Church Services FEBRUARY 2024

Welcome! Service details are correct at time of publishing,
any necessary changes will be posted on church noticeboards.

SUN 4th
2ndSunday
before Lent

All Together
Matins
Parish Communion
Evensong

Woolton Hill
Highclere

East Woodhay
Ashmansworth

9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

SUN 11h
Sunday
before Lent

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)

East Woodhay
Woolton Hill
Highclere

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am

WED 14th
Ash
Wednesday

Holy Communion (ashing)
Holy Communion (ashing)
Both services to be

confirmed

Woolton Hill
East Woodhay

10.00am
7.30pm

SUN 18th
Lent 1

Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong

Woolton Hill
Ashmansworth

Highclere
East Woodhay

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
6.00pm

SUN 25th
Lent 2

Parish Communion
Morning Worship
Parish Communion

Woolton Hill
East Woodhay
Crux Easton

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am

WED 7th February Prayer Group Woolton Hill 10.00 am

Contact number for church enquiries during the vacancy:
Benefice Office 07577 423715

Rector: Vacancy Associate Priest: Revd Professor Chris Hancock 254718
Reader: Suki Coe 07990 755323 Reader Emeritus: Rosemary Cahill 253306

Letter from the Clergy Church Services
Winter blues

I hope your New Year has got off to a good start. The grey skies of January 
and February aren’t, I confess, my favourite! It’s not that I need a SAD Lamp 

to survive a British winter, as some people do, it’s just that I prefer bright, clear 
skies – even if it’s very cold. Of course, extreme cold can be a bit of a menace 
– as we learned when we lived in the US in the late-80s and 90s – but a cold, 
crisp, English winter morning is hard to beat. At least, that is what I used to 
think unquestioningly, until Suzie and I began annual visits for me to teach in 
southern India in February. For most of the past 30 years, we have got on a 
plane under grey Heathrow skies and disembarked into the unmatchable smells 
and sounds and refreshing warmth of a Bangalore morning. What bliss! For the 
first few years, we had to change during the night in steamy Mumbai and land in 
the old airport in Bangalore, but much has changed. Now we fly non-stop unless 
I have commitments en route. For some reason, a sense of ‘call’ to flee February 
and fly south has always been very clear!! 

Experience and preference are, to most people, cousins. The attitude, ‘I know 
what I like’, drives many – perhaps too many – of our choices. New experiences 
can be disconcerting. They take us to places we haven’t been before, for good 
and bad. They can rock the quiet confidence we have in our ‘world view’ and 
challenge the assumptions we have about life, our life. One of the greatest – 
and, unexpected – discoveries – and privileges – of my international work over 
the years, has been to experience other cultures ‘up close and personal’, and get 
to know people, from many different countries, as friends. It has made me very 
aware, the UK isn’t the repository of all that’s good and that other people and 
places have a quality of life that’s richer than ours, even if not always materially. 
Yes, we can and should still enjoy all that’s good in who we are and what we 
know and do, but to confuse my experience with excellence, and my preference 
with preeminence, makes for a very small mind and narrow outlook. 

One of the things I value about being a Christian is it challenges my 
priorities and preferences day-in-day out. It doesn’t let me settle comfortably 
and uncritically. It offers a large world to love and deep truth to engage. It 
asks and answers the biggest questions about life. I can still remember the 
surprise I felt when a long-standing, jet-setting, senior executive friend (who 
isn’t a believer) wrote to me after a lunch we’d had when I was Vicar of a student 
church in Cambridge, ‘You live in such a large world, Chris. Mine is so small. All 
I usually talk about with colleagues is work, the children’s education and our 
next holiday.’ It made me think – and be grateful. I hope you’ll look at ‘loosening 
the belt’ on your preferences in 2024 and find that larger world that’s out there 
waiting. 
 Chris Hancock, Associate Priest



❖ Let me cater at your next event. 

❖ Menus are available for dinner parties, 
special celebrations, christenings, 
celebration of life, business and shoot 
lunches and many other occasions. 

❖ Options for dining at home are also 
available and delivered locally.

❖ All dishes are freshly made, using 
locally sourced ingredients.

Rhona Everard
07796 946664

thymehomecook

thyme_homecook

thymehomecook@gmail.com

Building & Construction

Loft Conversions

Extensions

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Refurbishments

Patios

Double glazing

Small selection of building work we undertake

For all your building projects and free estimate

Call Jeremy

01635 278 485

07885 985 275

www.watermill-sounds.co.uk

 

MMeeggaann  @@  BBaarrkkiinngg  BBoouuttiiqquuee  
Professional Dog Grooming 

  
 PPaattiieenntt  aanndd  CCaarriinngg  sseerrvviiccee    

  ffoorr  aallll  bbrreeeeddss  
  

CClliippppiinngg,,  HHaanndd  ssttrriippppiinngg,,  SScciissssoorriinngg,,  

DDee--MMaattttiinngg,,  BBaatthhiinngg,,  NNaaiill  &&  EEaarr  ccaarree  

  

MMeeggaann  KKeemmpp  ––  0077555511550088339988  
mmeeggaannkkeemmppggrroooommiinngg@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm  

WWiinnddffiieelldd  HHoouussee,,  33  BByyeewwaayyss,,  HHiigghhcclleerree,,  
BBeerrkksshhiirree,,  RRGG2200  99PPAA  

 

 

ATH
PLUMBING & HEATING

OFTEC Registered

• New boiler & system installations

• Mains pressure hot water cylinder 
-service & installation-

• Maintenance

• Insured, references available,  
free estimates

• Bathroom installation

Please call Nigel Brown:
01635 254787    07979718427

athplumbingheating@gmail.com

2524

East Woodhay Parish Council
Planning

Following the rejection of the Watermill Bridge (Wash Water) development 
by BDBC, the developer appealed the decision and the appeals process 

commenced in December. With the size of development being proposed, the 
appeal is a lengthy process and has involved submission of evidence from all 
parties, a public inquiry (held over a number of days in December) and there 
will finally be a decision by the Inspector chairing the appeal. The submission 
of evidence and the inquiry has involved significant cooperation between all 
three parish councils impacted (ourselves, Highclere and Enborne) with the 
sharing of resources and the costs for the planning consultant required. The 
final decision is expected in about 3 months time.

Boardwalk
Some of you may have seen that the footpath from Trade St to Fullers 

Lane was closed for two weeks in December- this was because we had 
reported a number of boardwalk faults, and a tree came down over a section 
of the path, all of which meant that Hampshire County Council needed to close 
the path whilst our wonderful Hampshire Ranger organised volunteers to 
repair it. The first section of the boardwalk off Trade Street has been in place 
for about 10 years now and we are reporting more and more problems - the 
wooden struts are failing and causing the boards to fail and break.

One of our projects for 24/25 is to investigate replacing this whole first 
section with a more sustainable material.



falkland grange care home

newbury
a porthaven care home

Care with compassion
See the difference Porthaven makes at Falkland Grange Care Home

Book a visit at Porthaven.co.uk
or call 01635 926970

nursing .  residential .  dementia

Falkland Grange Care Home
Monks Lane, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG14 7RW

KEITH
LAWRENCE
KITCHEN BEDROOM & BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

Planning to Completion
Traditional & Contemporary
FREE QUOTATIONS 01488 608789

3 Ermin Street, Stockcross, Berkshire RG20 8LG

www.lawrenceinstallations.co.uk   01488 608789

Preparing for a Marathon
Since November last year, I have started my marathon training plan in earnest. It is 

a twenty week plan, which features weekly long runs up to 33 km and totals up to 
65 km some weeks. Over the last few months, I have taken part in lots of park-runs 
including one on Christmas Day! I also ran my first 10 km run to get used to racing, 
finishing with a time of 47:53 placing me 6th in my age category of 18-39.

Running a marathon is definitely a bucket list experience for most people, and it 
certainly is  is for me. Running 26.2 miles is a huge physical and mental challenge, and 
trying to fit training within busy lives can sometimes feel overwhelming. I’ve entered 
the marathon in order to raise money for a great cause, as well as improve my mental 
and physical health. I’m currently in my final year at university and running ensures I get 
some exercise and fresh air every day, rather than being stuck in the library! I can’t really 
say how the marathon has changed my life until I’ve completed it, but I can definitely say 
that running has given me a new sense of freedom and confidence, and I hope to set 
myself new running challenges after this one is completed.

The marathon takes place on the 21st April and I hope to report afterwards about 
the experience. Thank you to everyone who has donated so far support of Wessex 
Children’s Hospice Trust (Naomi House & Jacksplace), registered charity 1002832. If 
you would like to donate, this is the link to my page:

https://2024tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/beth-roch
 Beth Roch
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  RRoobbiinnss  GGaarrddeenn  SSeerrvviicceess  
Garden design and                     

maintenance

 Professional and experienced
 pruning services 

     For all your winter pruning needs:            
•Roses
•Wisteria
•Grapevines
•Deciduous shrubs
•Fruit trees and bushes

RHS L3 qualified and fully insured

Contact Claire on 07833 063891 
 Robins.GardenServ@Gmail.com



OVEN SOLUTIONS
Put That Sparkle Back Into Your Oven

Biodegradable deep clean
Ovens, hobs, extractors & BBQs
Repair service including elements & seals etc.
Non-franchise established over 18 years
Child and pet friendly.  No fumes
See our reviews via website

Peter Hudson   07733 253 563   Oven-Solutions.co.uk   peterhudson934@gmail.comPeter Hudson   07733 253 563   Oven-Solutions.co.uk   peterhudson934@gmail.com

Sharon Stretton Designs
Bespoke Soft Furnishings 

& Interior Design

Showroom: 
Unit 5 New Mills Industrial Estate, 

Post Office Road, Inkpen, Hungerford, 
Berkshire, RG17 9PU
Tel: 01488 669267

• Curtains & Blinds • Fabrics & Trimmings

• Tracks & Poles • Cushions & Headboards

• Upholstery • Bed Valances & Throws

• Mood Boards • Fitting Service

C & E GROUNDWORKS LTD
Experienced Groundworks & Construction Company In Newbury & Surrounding Areas

Based in Newbury C & E GROUNDWORKS LTD are a well known company that have a superb 
reputation for providing a range of groundworks from drainage to driveways.

cegroundworks@hotmail.co.uk    07500986386    01635 34601  www.cegroundworks.co.uk

• Buildings • Foundations
• Paving & patio services
• Specialists in resin bond
• Turf & Astro turf • Concreting
• Fencing • Landscaping

feel free to contact us today for 
a FREE QUOTATION
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East Woodhay Society
Quiz and Curry Evening at The Rampant Cat – 17th February

Tickets are still available for the next EWS Quiz and Curry evening at the Rampant Cat 
in Woolton Hill, which will be held on Saturday 17th February at 7pm. There will be a 

choice of curries (Chicken Korma, Beef Madras) as well as a vegetarian option. Teams 
will be made up of six people. Please state if you already have a team or if you would like 
to be grouped with others. Tickets are available from Mark Rand; these are £17.50 pp 
and include the cost of the curry supper.

Community Christmas Village Walk
Thank you to all involved, especially Nicola Meadows and Ali Mitchell, for organising 

the village walk on 27th December and raising over £500 for Newbury Soup Kitchen. 105 
people joined the walk which was an excellent turn out considering the wet weather. 
There was a great article and photos in Newbury Weekly News.  To read this article just 
go to the website www.wooltonhill.com where there is a link from the home page.

Christmas Tractor Run
Although not part of EWS I do want to say a big thanks to those involved in the 

Christmas Tractor Run and festivities in Harwood Rise. On the early evening of 16th 
December, a large fleet of 25 lit-up tractors started in Hollington and passed through 
Highclere, Penwood and Burghclere before finishing in Harwood Rise. There were 
hundreds lining the route and also at the finish. Go to www.wooltonhill.com If you wish 
to read the Newbury Weekly News article or look at a video of the tractors.  There are 
links available on the home page.

Woodhay Walkers
Even though it’s wintertime there are many local walks which are accessible and 

Woodhay Walkers is an enjoyable way to walk with others.  Walking in the countryside is 
great for our wellbeing, both physical and mental. Do come along and join us at 10.30am 
on a Friday morning to enjoy the fresh air and a chat. Just remember to wear suitable 
footwear as it tends to be muddy at this time of year. Please go to www.wooltonhill.com 
for more details. Our plans for February are as below but if you are intending to join us 
on a particular walk, please email woodhaywalkers@gmail.com as weather conditions 
can lead to some last minute changes.

• Friday 26th Jan - a 4 mile walk from the Crown & Garter, Inkpen
• Friday 2nd Feb - a 3 mile walk from Woolton Hill Church Hall 
• Friday 9th Feb - up to 4 miles from Malverleys, East End
• Friday 16th Feb - a 4 mile walk from Woolton Hill Church Hall
• Friday 23rd Feb - a 3.5 mile walk from Carpenters Arms Burghclere

 Mark Rand, Chair EWS
 Email: eastwoodhaysociety@gmail.com  
 Website: www.wooltonhill.com 

 Telephone: 250898



ewhneighbourcare.org.uk

East Woodhay & Highclere 
Neighbourcare

Do you need transport to a 
medical appointment ?

Call our friendly local team 
of volunteers on

01635 745600

Antique Silver & Gold 
Bought, sold & valued

Edward Reis Silverware,
Ball Hill.

Tel. 01635 250505
e.reis@tiscali.co.uk

Light & Day Electrics
Part-P & 17th Edition qualified

New installations~New circuits~Rewire Consumer unit replacement 
Extend Circuits~Lighting~Garages~Outside Buildings

 Smoke alarms~Fault Finding
For all your electrical needs & free estimate

Phone Jeremy 01635 278 485 07885 985 275
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SIMPLE TRADITIONAL SOCIAL DANCING FOR FUN  
DANCES FROM HERE AND ABROAD 

 

No experience necessary 
Easy on the knees 

No partner required – all welcome 
Suggested voluntary contribution to hall cost £2 

 
Highclere Village Hall 

Mondays 2.00 – 3.30pm 
but check for dates 

Never the first Monday of the month 
 

Contact 
Sue Crick 07557 870038 
Jim Crick 07776 302137 

or just come along 



Pure Clean
Window Cleaning
also frames, canopies, cladding, 
conservatories, guttering & soffits

Call Claire or Martin on 01635 523917 or 07958 207451
email kimble@techie.com

C h a r l o t t e  P i d d i n g t o n  ( I T E C )
w w w . t h e o a k w o o d c l i n i c . c o . u k

0 7 7 3 3 4 4 2 0 5 9

The Oakwood Clinic, Highclere
Massage Therapy

DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE

AROMATHERAPY

HOT STONE MASSAGE

FACIAL MASSAGE

REFLEXOLOGY

EAR CANDLING

Monthly Offers. Gift Vouchers. Men by referral only.

FFuullll  MMeennuu  &&  PPiizzzzaa  MMeennuu
TTuueessddaayy  -- SSaattuurrddaayy  1122––99ppmm

01635 255 531
www.thehighclereredhouse.com

EEAATT  IINN  OORR  
TTAAKKEEAAWWAAYY
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Snowdrop Woods

A walk in the woods – I see patches of white. 
Large clumps of snowdrops – a welcoming sight.

These brave little plants pushing through the hard ground 
Form acres of white, as I look far around.

Each side of the paths, snowdrops grow everywhere. 
A wonderful sight – I just stand and stare.

Families follow the paths through the wood. 
Kids long to pick flowers, if only they could.

Kind parents explain that they must leave them there 
To ensure that there will be millions next year!

My visit each year is an uplifting treat; 
My small patch of snowdrops just cannot compete.

But I’ll buy some more bulbs, then by next year I know 
I’ll be happy to see them as soon as they show.

Moyra Harkness
Image by Dominik Rheinheimer from Pixabay



Free initial consultation at a time to suit you

 y Corporation tax
 y VAT
 y Bookkeeping
 y Statutory Accounts

 y HMRC Enquiries
 y Self Assessment
 y CGT
 y Valuations

Jon Dennis FCA
01635 783 000  jon@red76tax.com  red76tax.com

Pressurized hot water system?
Megaflo, Ozo, Ariston, Dimplex, Heatrae-Sadia, Tribune, Santon, Gledhill etc

All manufacturers recommend these systems are serviced regularly by qualified specialists

To book your service and ensure good safety and efficiency contact your local expert

Kevin Pearson
Total Pressure Ltd.

New installation a speciality.

07971 250799      01635 253975   totalpressurelimited@gmail.com

W o o l t o n  H i l l

P o s t  O f f i c e

a n d  S t o r e s

Post office, Newsagent, National Lottery
Off-Licence & General Stores

Post Office Open:
Monday to Friday 9am-5.30pm

Saturday 9am-12.30pm
We also hold Euros and Dollars

We also deliver newspapers in 
surrounding 4 miles.

Woolton Hill Post Office & Stores
Broadlayings

Woolton Hill RG20 9TR
01635 253463

North End New Year
A Happy Start to the New Year!

It was the first working day of 2024 and 
after a very wet and windy night, the 

road down North End was pretending to 
be a river. This isn’t too unusual as there 
is a direct route from the chalk downland 
to our hamlet and the ditch beside the 
road doesn’t cope, especially when it 
enters pipes that are smaller than the 
full-to-the-brim ditch. We didn’t worry as 
we are used to it and all the houses are 
raised from the lane, and we get by.

However,  Tuesday January 2nd, 
held an extra treat for us. At 14:50 the 
wind brought down a large tree right on 
top of some power lines and then we were without electricity. As the day passed, we 
chatted whilst watching the light gradually fade. We knew there would be no lights 
or heating before the next morning at the earliest.

Unable to cook dinner, we set out to buy a take-away and to see how large an 
area was affected. Lights were on in Ball Hill and the surrounding area, so we were 
pleased to see no one else was in trouble. It was just North End and an early night 
followed. We have a lantern, candles and plenty of torches but they aren’t any use 
for reading and don’t power the television or radio.

We had a food delivery booked for the next day and no means of updating our 
order, which we had planned to do that evening. Never mind, we thought, we’ll make 
do with what we get. The biggest worry was that the temperature in the freezers 

was rising, and we really didn’t want to 
have to off-load defrosted food onto 
all our friends.

The next morning, we had a 
visit from two young men from the 
electricity company, making sure 
we were OK and telling us that they 
hoped to have the power back up by 
16:00. They did better than that and 
everything was up and running by 
14:10, nearly 24 hours after the power 
cut. Fortunately, the freezers had 
coped. Sorry, friends!

It was a great start to the year.
 Nutmeg
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Honesty Cookery School is situated in the peaceful village of North Sydmonton, a few miles
from Newbury.  It offers a relaxed environment, where guests can enjoy a variety of cookery

and craft courses. Check out our website for information on our latest courses or to buy a gift
voucher for family or friends.

www.honestygroup.co.uk/cookery-school

Cookery School

email: cookeryschool@honestygroup.co.uk
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Women in Touch
Our theme of “What I dislike most in today’s world” 

started immediately with a list of dislikes that elicited 
nods and grunts from everyone. Our list included car 
parking apps, which led on to the small size of parking 
spaces. Other gripes were online surveys, and ‘woke’, a 
word with a complicated definition which we felt meant 
that we need to be cautious of everything we say. The 
grumbles continued, with phone calls which require 
so many choices before connection, grammatical 
errors both written and spoken, the volume on TV, and 
differences between speech/music/adverts adding to 
our lengthening list of gloom. Technology raised many 
dislikes, from facial recognition in banking, to demands to go paperless. Our 
very varied tirade against the modern world moved on to current issues: why, 
for example have shareholders and executives of the water companies been 
paid so much for such a sub-standard service? And surely new houses should 
have to include sufficient off-road car parking? And then what about Electric 
Vehicles with their multiple problems? These include having to queue to charge 
at motorway services, the problems of their breakdowns on the motorway, 
plus recycling of spent batteries and the increased demand for electricity to 
power them. Our list was by no means little! It went on to instruction manuals 
with tiny print, smart motorways, social media, lack of respect, not taking your 
rubbish home, lack of caring about others and so much more – as The Lord 
High Executioner in Gilbert and Sullivan’s Mikado might have said: ‘I’ve got a 
massive list’.

Later in November our topic was “Our favourite cities” where London 
brought back memories for one of being a 21 year-old from the North West, 
working in London, revelling in the 
swinging sixties vibe, and taking full 
advantage of nightclubs, theatres 
and art venues, as well as the 
wonderful architecture.

Also, at that time York was a 
place of many happy family holidays 
with something for everyone: the 
magnificent Minster, the Shambles 
(best preserved medieval lane), 
chocolate factories, the railway 
museum, Jorvic Viking centre, 
racecourse, food festivals and of 

Shrug image by Freepik.
York Shambles by Peter K Burian - Own work, Wikimedia, CC BY-SA 4.0

Ely Cathedral by Verbcatcher - Own work, Wikimedia, CC BY-SA 4.0

course, Betty’s tea shop.
Ely was another favourite, the 

highest point of the fens, that is 
dominated by a magnificent twelfth 
century cathedral known as ‘Ship of 
the Fens’ and sits on an island. 

Prague brought back memories 
of a surprise romantic weekend which 
also gave time for glorious sightseeing 
including its castle, medieval clock in 
the central square, and the famous 
Charles Bridge. Bury St Edmunds was 
proposed with its wonderful market, 
individual shops, nice houses and stunning abbey gardens. Budapest was 
also nominated. The city was created in 1872 when Buda and Pest, divided by 
the Danube, were merged into one city. Buda is home to a castle and quaint 
buildings and Pest accommodates the Great Parliament Building and some 
very poignant memorials to the many residents who perished in the Holocaust. 
Our final city was Adelaide which has a colonial feel and gave a sense of 
freedom and happiness. It was home to many diverse faiths and First Nation 
commemorations.

In early December our Quiz Night, put together by a member’s husband, 
was a great success, and the last meeting of the year was our annual Christmas 
party with plenty of good food and company.

 Angie



As we head into the final month 
of winter, the woodland and 

garden birds can offer welcome 
glimpses of colour in an otherwise 
still and often frozen landscape.

Birds like the nuthatch, mistle 
thrush, treecreeper, various tits, 
finches and even woodpeckers 
are resident here but we might be 
more aware of them when they are 
searching for food in our gardens 
in the winter without the canopy of 
leaves. 

Treecreepers and nuthatches 
are not related but they appear 
somewhat similar in that they 
climb along trunks and branches 
in search of food. Indeed, I have 
seen both on the rowan tree in 
my garden. Their movements are 
distinctive though. Of the two tree 
climbers, the treecreeper is like 
the stalagmite, always heading up 
and certainly on my rowan tree in 
a cyclical motion. The nuthatch 
on the other hand is more of a 
stalactite for although it will climb 
upwards it is often seen working its way down the tree too. 

Surprisingly, the two master climbers do not compete for food as 
the treecreeper eats insects exclusively whilst the nuthatch is a seed 
and nut specialist. As the rowan tree does not offer either nut or seed 
to the latter, I wonder whether my garden visitor has been stashing food 
behind the bark flakes or in little crevices as they are also known to store 

and remember food for as long as 
30 days! As we head into the short 
month of February, then, I may not 
see my visitor again before the end 
of the month.
 Helen

MARIO’S
PLUMBING

25 years’ experience

• gas/oil boiler servicing 
and replacements

• power flushing

• central heating and 
general plumbing

GAS-SAFE registered

Telephone Mario
07967123819

Experienced, qualified

TUTORS 
English, Mathematics 

Sciences, Languages 

History, Computing

English as a foreign language

All ages, all levels

On-line lessons available

telephone 01635 253942
email: susan.trinder@googlemail.com

CARS
VANS
MINIBUSES
TRUCKS 

01635 552200

SmarthireVehicleRental.co.uk

Third Street, Greenham Business Park,
 Newbury RG19 6HW Aardvark

PROFESSIONAL OVEN AND
CARPET CLEANING SERVICES

AARDVARKCLEANINGSERVICESLTD.COM

07783 810806
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The Nature Sketchbook

Helen Grimbleby is a Woolton Hill based artist 
who is inspired by the natural world’s changing 
seasons. After exploring outside, she enjoys 
writing and illustrating her Nature Sketchbook 
and painting larger landscapes at her home studio: 
(@burbleartstudios)
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RJ Lampard & Company Ltd
A family run business Est 1976

• Specialist Drainage & Ditching Works 
• Road Repairs and Road Construction
• Civil Engineering Works - Concreting etc
• Own fleet of plant and machinery
• Fully qualified and experienced operatives

For further information please call:- 
01635 253137 / 07768 201370 or email: rj@rjlampard.co.uk

01635 282992
Simon, Nick & Paul

The Friendly

Oil Boiler Service Ltd

www.friendlyoilservice.com

Fully qualified and insured
oil boiler service & repair specialists

4140

252

Across
1. Would cleric shop twice? (6)
4. Could be on bail in Great Britain (5)
9. Watch our Charles roam around looking 

for a good curry (5)
10. Arena chosen to serve tortilla chip with 

cheese in (5)
11. Ken is looking for a length of thread (5)
12. Her last doll was sold at the market (11)
15. A period which lacks activity (5)
17. Lad the French liked to serve soup with (5)
18. The empty night was stormy after nine (5)
19. Attempting to get into pantry 

inglenook (6)
20. Astute type ordered quiet, then drew 

around for clarity (6)

Down
1. Need bar key to get into cake shop (6)
2. She does have rusty pan to cook pancakes 

for today (6,7)
3. So, friend has gemstones? (5)
5. Line attached to pole provides cloth (5)
6. Agreement to convene in nice venue did 

not suit everyone! (13)
7. Looking for pasta come across an old 

one (6)
8. Everyone was panicking in the water, but 

staying calm, Dave held eel so they could 
all leave safely (5-6)

13. Have six to ring to let for flower girl (6)
14. The mod had his own way of doing 

things (6)
15. Life was severe at the back of the boat (5)
16. Another boat, which the King’s Counsel 

turns up in (5)
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Directory of Local Organisations
East Woodhay Parish Council (continued)
 Karen Titcomb (VC) (karen.titcomb@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk) .  .  .  .  .  . 07974 011065
 Amy White (Clerk) (clerk@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07855 275336
 Carie Roots (carie.roots@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk)

EW Short Mat Bowls Club  . . . . Contact: Cathy Neller .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01635 253467

East Woodhay Silver Band . . . . Contact: Rosemary Gittins.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07917 522180

East Woodhay Society. . . . . . . Chairman, Mark Rand.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250898
 eastwoodhaysociety@gmail.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . www.wooltonhill.com/ews

East Woodhay Twinning Association  .  .  .  .  .Helen Allen, Secretary .  . 01635 250776

East Woodhay Village Hall .  .  .  .     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ewvillagehallbookings@gmail.com

East Woodhay W.I.  . . . . . . . . . Secretary: Pat Gibbs   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  07831 669 220

Hampshire County Council  .  .  .  Member: Tom Thacker .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01962 771863

Highclere Film Club  . . . . . . . . Secretary: Chris Martin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253461

Highclere Evergreens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Leader: Mrs. V. Burge.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 864584

Litter warden. . . . . . . . . . . . . .    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  litterwarden@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk

MP - Kit Malthouse  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01264 401401
 kit.malthouse.mp@parliament.uk   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . 2 Church Close, Andover, SP10 1DP

Neighbourhood Watch
 Woolton Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vacant
 North End  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jack Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253537

Newbury Chamber Choir .  .  .  .  .     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . info@newburychamberchoir.co.uk

Nwby. Wkly. News WH Correspondent . . . .Nicole Bentham .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 255582

Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hampshire Constabulary   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  101
 Kieron Venn   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  kieron.venn@hampshire.police.uk

The Samaritans  . . . . . . . . . . .    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Freephone 116 123

Schools
 The Clere.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 278372
 The Clere. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Office.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  278129
 St Martin’s CE, East Woodhay  .  .  .  www.st-martins.hants.sch.uk .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 597796
 The Schools of Woolton Hill  .  .  .  .  www.schoolsofwooltonhill.co.uk
  Juniors (WHJS) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253364
  Infants (St. Thomas).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253431

St Martin’s Guild . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary:Sarah Leventhorpe.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 255293
 info@eastwoodhayfete.org.uk.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  www.eastwoodhayfete.org.uk

Directory of Local Organisations
24hr Emergency Numbers
 Thames Water   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0845 9200 888
 Southern Water (water supply)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01273 606766
 Southern Electric   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .105 or 08000727282

Arbor Flora Group  . . . . . . . . . Secretary: Diana Durkin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07980520044

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council  . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .01256 844844
 Member: Graham Falconer  .  .  .  .  (cllr.graham.falconer@basingstoke.gov.uk) 253144

Churches
 East Woodhay, St Martin’s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  www.stmartins.church
 Churchwardens. . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Twallin.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253354
  Andrew Colville   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 254017
 Woolton Hill, St Thomas   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  www.wooltonhill.com/churches
 Churchwardens. . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Vane.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253707
  Bridget Wheeler .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250729

Defibrillators
 There are 5 public access defribillators in the Parish:
 WH Church Hall, EW Village Hall, Rampant Cat, St Martin’s School, WH Junior School.

Doctors’ Surgery Woolton Hill .    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253324
 Patient Participation:  . . . . . . . . Rosemary Cahill  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253306

Ducklings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fiona Morgan   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 42080

East Woodhay & Highclere Neighbourcare  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01635 745600
 For transport to medical appointments:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .www.ewhneighbourcare.org.uk

East Woodhay Charities  . . . . . Secretary: Susan Wren .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 254875

East Woodhay Cricket Club  .  .  .  Contact: Adrian Batchelor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07803 519765

East Woodhay Flower & Produce Show  . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254114
  www.eastwoodhayflowershow.co.uk

East Woodhay Football Club  .  .  Chairman: Alan Jones.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 254024

East Woodhay Footnotes Mens Singing Group
 Organiser: Peter Stanley   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  07467572341

East Woodhay Local History Society  . . . . .Sec: Christine Dalton .  .  .07880 628 114

East Woodhay Parish Council Members:.  .  .  .  .  .  . www.eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk
 Paul Hurst (CH) (paul.hurst@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01635 254363
 Susan Cooper (susan.cooper@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk)   .  .  .  .  .  . 01635 254149
 Graham Dick (graham.dick@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk) .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01635 255372
 Martin Hainge (martin.hainge@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk).  .  .  .  .  . 01635 255793
 Mark Rand (mark.rand@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 01635 250898
 Simon Bowden (simon.bowden@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk)
 Rose Donoghue (rose.donoghue@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk)



www.libertygardenbuildings.com

Liberty Garden Buildings

Yew Tree Garden Centre, 
Ball Hill, Newbury RG20 ONG

01635 255533

GREENHOUSES
HOME OFFICES

GARDEN ROOMS
ROTATING PODS

SUMMERHOUSES
GARDEN SHEDS

HEDGE CUTTING • FENCING • GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

01635 745060
mownandgrownnewbury@gmail.com

www.mownandgrown.net

Wasps۰Hornets۰Rats۰Mice۰Moles 
Woodworm۰Ants۰Fleas۰Flies۰Moths 

Bed Bugs۰Beetles۰Cockroaches
Domestic and Commercial

www.pestcontrolberkshire.com

01635 250 852
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Directory of Local Organisations
Spectrum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.wooltonhill.com/Spectrum.html
 Chairman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob King   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253378
 Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gill Burrows.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 254301
 Distribution .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Chris Vane.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253707
 Advertising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Robinson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253004
Editors:
 (Jan-) Denny & Denys Blakeway .  spectrumwh@outlook.com
 (Apr-) Mary Gulliver  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  mary@TheGullivers.co.uk.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 254567
 (July-) Jim Hannington .  .  .  .  .  .  .  seamusman3@gmail.com  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0789563761
 (Oct-) Avril Cole .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  spectrumwh@outlook.com

St Thomas’ Handbell Ringers. . Nicole Bentham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 255582

Women in Touch . . . . . . . . . . . Angie Maxwell .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253233

1st Woolton Hill Scout Group . . Group Leader  .  .  .  .  . mo.osborne@btinternet.com
 Beavers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alison Sellar  .  .  .  . wooltonhillbeavers@gmail.com
 Cubs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stuart Ashby.  .  .  .  .  . wooltonhillcubs@gmail.com
 Scouts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Adam Davies   .  .  .  . wooltonhillscouts@gmail.com

Woolton Hill & District Gardeners’ Club .  .  .  Nick Harcourt .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253546

Woolton Hill Argyle FC. . . . . . . Jon Dennis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . money.whafc@gmail.com

Woolton Hill Church Hall  .  .  .  .  .     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  wooltonhillhallbookings@gmail.com
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Clifton, Tile Barn Lodge, Tile Barn, Woolton Hill

Woolton Hill Pre-School  . . . . . Nicola Logan .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 254721

Woolton Hill Sports Club . . . . . Alison Whitehorn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 254391

Woolton Hill Village Market . . . whvm.co   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  whvmarket@gmail.com

Woolton Hill Website  . . . . . . . Contact: Mark Rand .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250898
 www.wooltonhill.com   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . eastwoodhaysociety@gmail.com

Spectrum Advert Rates
(with effect from April 2023)

Annual rates–please contact Michael Robinson Tel 253004
For ALL fund-raising events (charity, political, etc)

£3 per quarter page b&w, £5 colour
For all commercial and professional advertisements

£25 (colour) per quarter page
Invoices are issued once the publication has been sent to print.

Please note that advertisements may be altered in size to fit the space available.
Guidance to advertisers including ad sizes and file format:

 www.wooltonhill.com/spectrum-guidance
Subscription: £5 per annum



 

Family run business offering a warm
welcome and the best food in the area.

Esseborne Manor Hotel & Restaurant

 
Daily lunches with canapes & wine

A la carte dinners
7-course tasting dinners

Sunday lunches
Vintage afternoon teas

 Perfect for private functions & weddings
 Hurstbourne Tarrant SP11 0ER, 

www.esseborne-manor.co.uk, 01264 736 444

Heating Oil now available to collect in 20 litre drums

01635 253 253
www.marshfuels.co.uk

H C Marsh (Newbury) Ltd, Ball Hill, Newbury, Berkshire. RG20 0PW
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