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Editorial

Editor for January 2021, February 2021 & March 2021
Abbie Dando, 5 Meadowbrook, Woolton Hill, 

Newbury, RG20 9AN
SpectrumEditorAbbie@gmail.com Tel 07477987943

Cover photo - Moyra Harkness

TREE SURGERY

•Fully Quali� ed and Insured

•Tree Surgery

•Planting•Pruning•Removals

•Hedge Cutting 

•Stump Grinding

•Woodland Management

•Chip, Mulch & Logs for Sale

T: 01635 254712 

M: 07903 259973

www.greentipsuk.com

greentips

YOUR LOCAL TREE CARE SPECIALIST

As I write this, I have just watched the Remembrance Service at 
the Cenotaph. Somehow our present problems and trials are 
put into perspective. Compared to those times of WWI & II and 
other conflicts, we are probably not doing so badly. 

I know there are problems for us all as we struggle with 
loss and grief, job losses, confinement and other problems 
arising from this pandemic, but with modern technology 
providing face to face meetings, and with a community that 
cares for our neighbours, (please find some information on that on Page 28) we can 
pull through. It is certainly very different from wartime, but if we had to choose, I 
wonder where we would put ourselves?

Well, I did mean to keep this editorial upbeat and jolly (it is nearly Christmas 
after all), but somehow reality has intervened. Do try to keep smiling even though 
things are different. We may be down but we are NOT out!

I hope that you will enjoy reading this Spectrum and I must take this chance to 
thank everyone who has offered reports, poems and stories that over the past few 
months. With fewer things happening, it has not been quite so easy to fill the pages!

I now hand over to Abbie Dando for January to March, and I shall look forward 
to a rest and being back with you all next October – and I hope that things will be a 
little more normal!

Wherever you are and whatever you do, please do make the most of Christmas 
this year. We may not be able to sing carols in church, but we can play them at full 
volume at home and sing as loud as we want to – so go for it, and Enjoy! 

Take Care, 
Kathy

Please note: Because of the Coronavirus pandemic it has been decided that it would 
be inappropriate to go ahead with this year’s walk. This will bring to an end an 
unbroken 35 year history of village walks but hopefully we can all reconvene next 
year for the 36th Village Christmas Walk on the 27th December 2021.

Many thanks
Clive

 Cllr Clive Sanders
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
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 07973 539666  |  simon@gardenhousefurniture.com

Beautifully Crafted Outdoor Furniture
www.gardenhousefurniture.com

General DIY & Gardening ~ Wayne Murkett, Handyman
07796813580 ~ 01635 31016 ~ 07796950639

Handy4Jobs
• Painting Decorating & Tiling
• Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting
• All apects of Gardening & Fencing
• Window Cleaning, Facias & Guttering

VG Furnishings. The Curtain Specialists.

01635 867804 • www.curtainspecialists.co.uk

December
Dark days in December as winter draws near. 

Long gone are the flowers, red berries appear.
Frost blankets the ground, it’s so cold and it’s bleak. 

Birds huddle in bushes, some shelter to seek.
Brisk walks on fine days, though the sun’s fairly low. 

Back home, enjoy mulled wine by the fire’s rosy glow.
Relax in the warm and escape from the cold. 

Reflect on the year, many tales will unfold.
No Seasonal parties, we’ll feel rather sad. 
But there’s mince pies and Christmas pud 

So thing’s aren’t too bad
Moyra Harkness
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We can help you meet all your pet and equine healthcare needs, with professional and caring staff 
who can treat your animal at a time that suits you. Out vets offer an emergency service giving you 
24 hour reassurance.

OUR SURGERIES:
Burlyns Surgery, Burlyns,  
East Woodhay, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG20 0NU.
Foxhold House Surgery, 
Crookham Common, 
Thatcham,  
Berkshire, RG19 8EL

24 hour phoneline: 01635 254544  www.coachhousevets.com

 Joinery

 Built-in storage

 Doors and windows

 First and second fix

 Rotten wood

 Refurbishments

Free estimates, competitive prices – 
call Andrew 07979 455903

FFuullll  MMeennuu  &&  PPiizzzzaa  MMeennuu
TTuueessddaayy  -- SSaattuurrddaayy  1122––99ppmm

01635 255 531
www.thehighclereredhouse.com

EEAATT  IINN  OORR  
TTAAKKEEAAWWAAYY
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•  Nail cutting & filing   •  Fungal or thickened nails     •  Ingrown nails
•  Painful corns removed    •  Cracked & dry heels    •  Verrucae  •  Athletes foot

•  Callus reduction    •  Diabetic care    •  Plantar faciitis & heel pain

Call or text 0790 1822 125

FOOT HEALTH CARE
by PAULA CARTER Dip CFHP, MPSPract

HOW CAN I HELP YOUR FEET?
I’m a fully qualified, accredited and insured foot 
health practitioner. General foot care and routine 
problems relieved quickly and painlessly in the 
comfort of your own home.

louise benson    mobile hairdresser
01635 38041 ANY TIME

quality hairdressing with a personal service

Will Santa Call this Year?
Throughout the factories at Santa’s HQ, the bells rang out. Elves stopped what they 
were doing and looked at each other feeling rather afraid and puzzled. ‘Yikes! What 
on earth was this about!?’ Production lines ground to a halt with toys and presents 
half wrapped, and all the whirring noisy machinery was suddenly silenced – and the 
bells clanged on.

Suddenly the bells stopped and the sonorous voice of Santa himself came over 
the loudspeakers.

‘I’m calling an Extraordinary Meeting! All Elves and their helpers report immedi-
ately to my cave. A terrible and unheard of event has reached my ears and I need to 
speak to you all. Come! I need your help now!’

With worried faces a low murmuring broke out as everyone hurried from their 
factory and ran to Santa’s cave. It wasn’t long before it was full to busting and the 
last elf in only just managed to get the door shut to keep the cold and snow out. 
Santa was pacing up and down but when he saw that everyone was gathered, he 
stood still and looked at them all.

‘Well, What are we to do! ‘He said, looking angry and sad all at the same time. 
‘I hear there is a nasty virus on earth and people are being warned to keep away 
from others, wear face masks, keep washing their hands – and all in all it is a proper 
toodoo! What does this mean for us? I’m just not sure we should go around the 
world on Christmas Eve and possibly spread bad germs! What do you all think?’ He 

looked around, and Woody Elf put his hand in the air.
‘Dear Santa’, he said, ‘ We’ve made all the presents and 

they are all being wrapped at the moment. We have all 
the lists of what to deliver to each house, and Rudolph is 

organising the reindeer stops for changes. Everything 
is organized and on time. Are you saying we won’t 

be delivering anything this year? Surely we cannot 
disappoint all the children, especially the ones 

who are being good just so they get a present? 
Can you imagine the amount of tears and 
boo-hooing on Christmas morning when 
their stockings are empty?!’

A whispering of agreements went 
around the cave and support for Woody was 

felt in the warm air from Santa’s fire. What was 
to be done? Never before had Santa not deliv-

ered his presents to every child and it couldn’t be 
allowed to happen on this watch.

‘So!’ said Santa beginning to look very frazzled 
‘What is the answer, what are we to do? I can’t go 

around and make people ill, but the children are 
expecting me and I can’t disappoint them. We 

have to find the solution!’
This was a real head scratcher, and as the elves turned to discuss this with their 

friends the whispering grew to a chattering which grew louder and louder as the 
faces of the elves grew redder and more and more angry and frustrated. Just one 
little elf stood apart with a small smile and thoughtful expression, and after a while 
Ellie Elf raised her hand and Santa bid everyone hush to hear what she had to say.

‘I believe moon wrap is the answer. It is amazing, made of space atoms and it 
can shape and pull anyway you like it. It surrounds you like a bubble, won’t let any 
germs through and it will roll along with you so it is constantly renewed. My friend 
Selene, she lives on the moon you know, was telling me all about it when we met for 
a crunchie-stew last week.

The Elves began to jump with joy, their frustration evaporating into happiness. 
They began to chant, ‘Moon Wrap Moon Wrap! We’ll cover the earth in Moon Wrap!’

Santa was smiling and clapping his hands. He said to Ellie (when he could be 
heard), ‘This sounds like a plan! Can you get some for us to see? Can we speak to 
Selene? We need to be really sure this will work!’

‘Of course Santa, Selene is on her way (I had a word with her before I put my 
hand up), and she will be here in a jiffy to show you how perfectly it will work for us.  
Such a simple solution Santa!  I’m so glad you asked us all and didn’t worry alone!

So children, all is well, Santa will be with us as usual this Christmas.  Just 
remember to be good and be nice to everyone and you will have the best 
Christmas ever!

Happy Christmas to you One and All!  XX
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Ultimate Christmas Quiz Questions 2020
1. In the Dr Who Christmas special in 2017, which actress made her first 

official appearance as the 13th Doctor?

2. Alphabetically, which of Santa's reindeer comes first?

3. Who is generally recognised as writing the poem "A Visit from St. 
Nicholas" (also known as "'Twas the Night Before Christmas")?

4. Snowflakes are often portrayed as being 6 sided but studies suggest 
that less than what percentage of snowflakes exhibit the ideal six-fold 
symmetric shape? 
a) 0.1% b) 1% c) 10%

5. A Bellini is flavoured with which fruit?

6. From the Morecambe and Wise Christmas Special of 1971 can you 
complete this quote–'I'm playing all the right notes but ...'?

7. In 'The Gingerbread Man' fairytale, who or what devours the gingerbread 
man in the end?

8. What stick would you put into a mulled wine?

9. In the 1947 version of Miracle on 34th Street, who plays the little girl 
Susan Walker?

10. Who wrote the Band Aid song 'Do They Know It's Christmas'?

11. The Australian external territory of Christmas Island is in which ocean?

12. Modern Christmas trees originated in the 16th century in an area now 
known as which country?

13. In the novel A Christmas Carol, which is the first ghost to visit Scrooge?

14. Driving Home for Christmas, was written during a car journey back to 
which town?

15. In the Christmas song 'Let it Snow' what has happened to the lights?

16. In the film Scrooged starring Bill Murray, which actress plays the Ghost of 
Christmas Present?

17. Which Christmas hit for Harry Belafonte in 1956 is now widely performed 
as a Christmas Carol?

18. Port, the Portuguese fortified wine, often drunk at Christmas, is produced 
exclusively in which valley in northern Portugal?

19. Which famous scientist who developed the three laws of motion, was 
born on Christmas day 1642?

20. Which wordless children's picture book by Raymond Briggs was first 
published in 1978?

21. In Matthew's version of the birth of Christ in the bible he mentions the 
arrival of the Magi. Who or what are the Magi?

22. One of the most popular toys of 1970 was a NERF Ball. What does the 
acronym NERF stand for?

23. Pepparkakor are very similar to gingerbread cookies but much thinner, 
hard and very crisp and are found everywhere over Christmas in which 
scandinavian country?

24. La Noche Buena refers to which time over the Christmas period in Spain?

25. How many Drummers Drummed?
Answers page 33

Ultimate Christmas Quiz Questions 2020
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St Thomas’ Church
31st Annual Trivial Pursuits 

Championship

Saturday 6th February 2021 @ 7.30pm
SAVE THE DATE !

The event is expected to be held online in household groups

Fur further information please contact Jayne and Ian Roch 01635 255298 
ian.roch@hotmail.co.uk or see the full advert in Spectrum January 2021 edition

 Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council

If you see a fallen tree or branch, 

or you are worried that a 

council-owned tree is blocking 

a road or footpath, you can 

report this to us by completing 

our report a problem with 

a council-owned tree form. 

If this is an emergency, you 

should call 01256 844844.

Silver Birch Beauty
Make yourself beautiful

Pamper yourself with our comprehensive range of beauty treatments, 
with our fully qualified beauty therapist, in a lovely and relaxing 
treatment room in Highclere, offering 
complete peace, privacy and tranquillity.

Contact us: 07768 541 816
jo@silverbirchbeauty.co.uk
www.silverbirchbeauty.co.uk
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... the piano specialists
Large selection of:

upright pianos | grand pianos

new | used | restored

Grotrian-Steinweg specialist ■

Official Bluthner piano centre ■

Kawai piano selection centre ■

sales | tuning
| transportation | restoration

01256 477198
www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk

PianoPerform...

Practice... Play...

01635 254 771

 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE   
CLEAN RELIABLE BRUSH AND VACUUM 
FULLY INSURED  MANY YEARS EXPERIENCE 

                                      
AGA’S                                                
RAYBURNS                           
JETMASTERS 
ALL OPEN FIRES 
WOODBURNERS 
NEST REMOVALS 
OIL FIRED BOILERS 
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

 
CALL DARREN 

01635 569195/07900398678 
  areasweep@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
           

Experienced, qualified  

             TUTORS 

English, Mathematics 

Sciences, Languages 

History, Computing 

English as a foreign language 

All ages, all levels 

On-line lessons available 

Telephone 

01635 253942 

*Service and Repair 
*Restoration*
*Blade Sharpening * Welding and General Engineering*
*We buy and sell second-hand garden machinery*
*Mowers* Strimmer’s*Chainsaws*Blowers*
*Generators*Hedge Cutters* etc
Read our customer reviews on:
      @highcleregardenmachinery

Highclere Garden Machinery

tel: 07970 821278    highcleregardenmachinery@outlook.com

Window Cleaning - Gutter Clearance - Fascia & Soffit Cleaning
Conservatories - Solar Panels

Call or text for a no obligation quotation on 07876 028905
contact@andyjoneswindowcleaning.co.uk

www.andyjoneswindowcleaning.co.uk

Henwick Court, Turnpike Road, Thatcham, Berkshire, RG18 3QY
01635 528857        www..gersdaynurseries.co.uk

A welcoming and flexible nursery for children aged 3 months - 5 years

Proud winners of the 
Top 20 nurseries in the

South East England
award 2020
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NORTH WEST HAMPSHIRE BENEFICE

Ashmansworth + Crux Easton + East Woodhay + Highclere + Woolton Hill
making Christ known in our communities

Church Services: DECEMBER 2020
***Please read the Rector’s letter opposite for more details…***
If you would like details about online services please send your e-mail to 
coordinator.nwhb@outlook.com and ask to join the Rector’s regular e-mail update.
Worship ‘in church’ is held according to current regulations and wearing a face 
covering in church is mandatory. Despite this, our prayer continues… do join us!

SUN 6th

Advent 2

Parish Communion
Christingle Service

East Woodhay
online via Zoom

11.00am
3.30pm

SUN 13th

Advent 3

Parish Communion
Morning Worship 
Evensong  

Woolton Hill
online via Zoom
Ashmansworth 

9.30am
11.00am

6.00pm

SAT 19th     ‘Come to Bethlehem’
explore the Nativity in church, 
booking a time slot will be 
required – e-mail 
coordinator.nwhb@outlook.com
to find out more.

Woolton Hill 9.30am –
11.30am

&
1.30pm –

3.30pm

SUN 20th

Advent 4

Not the Carol Service!
Not the Carol Service!
Not the Carol Service!
Not the Carol Service!

East Woodhay
Highclere
Ashmansworth
Woolton Hill

11.00am
11.00am

4.00pm
6.00pm

WED 23rd 9 Lessons and Carols Online via Zoom 7.30pm

THURS 24th

Christmas Eve
Midnight Mass Highclere 11.30pm

FRI 25th

Christmas Day

Holy Communion (BCP)
Christmas Communion 
Christmas Service
Christmas Communion 
Christmas Service 

East Woodhay
Woolton Hill
Crux Easton
Highclere 
Ashmansworth 

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am

11.00am
11.00am

SUN 27th Benefice Communion Online via Zoom 10.00am

WEDNESDAYS (not 30th) Morning Prayer   10am online via Zoom
Rector:  Revd Canon Christine Dale  (Rest day: Friday)

The Rectory, The Mount, Woolton Hill, Newbury  RG20 9QZ   253323
Associate Priest: Revd Canon Marvin Bamforth   254718

Readers:  Mary Herbert 255700, Horace Mitchell 254677, Mike Sarson 07913 943504
Reader Emeritus: Rosemary Cahill 253306 Lay preacher: Angela Myers 254559 

December 2020
The Rectory, Woolton Hill

Dear Friends,

Worship and Christmas Services
Planning things seems rather impossible at the moment! I am sure many of us are 
finding this to be so. Christmas arrangements for many families have probably been 
adjusted a number of times by now – this is also true for our church families. As I 
write in early November, I wish I could be sure the schedule of services for December 
will stand firm in the face of changing times!

During the second lockdown sadly, public worship has not been permitted, so 
we have been worshipping online and churches have been open for private prayer 
on Sundays. The December services listed opposite are planned in anticipation that 
public worship will be permitted according to previous guidelines.

We aim for a mix of online and ‘in church’. Online services will include the 
Christingle Service and a Carol Service, so that you can freely join in the singing in 
the privacy of your own home! The ‘in church’ services will be different from those 
we are used to, but we truly believe that we can bring the unchanging Christmas 
message of comfort and joy through familiar Christmas readings and music (even 
if congregational singing will likely still not be allowed – hence a new service for this 
year ‘Not the Carol Service!’). We are hoping to live stream some of our services. We 
also have a couple of new ‘surprises’ planned – ‘Come to Bethlehem’ in St Thomas’ 
Church on 19th December will be a live Nativity which family groups can come to 
explore, and watch out for the Scarecrow Nativity in Highclere!

Please note that due to the reduced capacity of our church buildings we have a 
booking system for ‘in church’ Christmas services. Please e-mail coordinator.nwhb@
outlook.com to find out about this or to join the circulation list for details of all our 
services, including online links.

We will post details and confirm services as we are able via our Facebook page 
(look for North West Hampshire Benefice) and church noticeboards.

My prayer is that, in these challenging times, we may all discover afresh the 
unchanging gift of the peace of Christ this festive season.

With every blessing to you all,
Canon Christine

From the Church Registers: October 2020
Baptism: we ask God’s blessing on the life of....

11th October   Iona Emily Rose Freeman    Highclere

Funeral: may they rest in peace
5th October   Vera Webb     Highclere
29th October   Bryan Ernest George Bishop   Woolton Hill
        West Berkshire Crematorium.
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RJ Lampard & Company Ltd
A family run business Est 1976

• Specialist Drainage & Ditching Works 
• Road Repairs and Road Construction
• Civil Engineering Works - Concreting etc
• Own fleet of plant and machinery
• Fully qualified and experienced operatives

For further information please call:- 
01635 253137 / 07768 201370 or email: rj@rjlampard.co.uk

OVEN SOLUTIONS
Put That Sparkle Back Into Your Oven

Full non-caustic deep clean
Cleans ovens, hobs, extractors & barbecues
Replacement �lters,seals, bulbs & elements
Non-franchise established 14 years
Child, pet & eco friendly see our reviews 

on yell.com

Peter Hudson   07733 253 563   Oven-Solutions.co.uk

www.libertygardenbuildings.com

Liberty Garden Buildings

Yew Tree Garden Centre, 
Ball Hill, Newbury RG20 ONG

01635 255533

GREENHOUSES
HOME OFFICES

GARDEN ROOMS
ROTATING PODS

SUMMERHOUSES
GARDEN SHEDS

Aspects of the Victorian Age

Victoria’s reign–1837 to 1901–was a period of significant 
social, economic and technical change and an expansion of Britain’s industrial 
power. Our NWR Zoom meeting explored the period and our contributors” items 
covered many different and varied aspects of the time.

First of all there was a variety of perhaps little known features of life at that time. 
Arsenic in cosmetics was thought to improve skin quality for women and increase 
libido for men! As well as for mourning, the other more practical reason for the 
Victorians wearing black was to hide dirt caused by industrial pollution. Jelly Babies 
were invented in 1864 by an Austrian refugee in Lancashire who produced them as 
“Unclaimed Babies”.

The London Underground was the world’s first underground railway to be built 
under a navigable river. The pedestrian Thames tunnel was converted to rail for 
Underground trains in 1860 with the first train running in 1863 and carrying 38,000 
passengers on the opening day.

Not everything was positive. The Dale Dyke Dam burst in 1864 when parts of 
Sheffield were devastated and 240 lost their lives, while the collapse of a section 
of the Tay Bridge in Scotland caused the deaths of 75 rail passengers and crew. 
Danger also came from leisure pursuits when 183 children died at the Victoria Hall in 
Sunderland as they were crushed to death after a stampede to the stage where free 
toys had been offered.

Among the social reformers Octavia Hill, whose legacy still remains today in 
affordable housing, Florence Nightingale who transformed hospital surroundings 
and Beatrix Potter, whose properties make up a significant part of the Lake District 
National Park, were discussed. Gilbert and Sullivan’s comic operas showing the 
fanciful “topsy-turvy” worlds where subjects like politics, the aristocracy and social 
issues were tackled in a witty and entertaining way were very popular.

Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s vision and skill made it possible to travel at 45 
mph between London and Bristol. In addition he was responsible for designing 
and completing numerous projects for GWR and for the restructuring of our major 
docks–all a tremendous influence on our life today.

Sir George Gilbert Scott’s style was showy and bold, an example being the 
Albert Memorial in Hyde Park, and reflected the wealth and vitality of the period.

Beatrix Potter Octavia Hill Florence Nightingale

National Women’s Register
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W o o l t o n  H i l l

P o s t  O f f i c e

a n d  S t o r e s

Post office, Newsagent, National Lottery
Off-Licence & General Stores

Post Office Open:
Monday to Friday 9am-5.30pm

Saturday 9am-12.30pm
We also hold Euros and Dollars

We also deliver newspapers in 
surrounding 4 miles.

Woolton Hill Post Office & Stores
Broadlayings

Woolton Hill RG20 9TR
01635 253463

The Golf Range @ Newbury Racecourse

“Amazing Golf Lessons” with PGA Professional Tim Butler
Lesson Vouchers can also be emailed as last minute gifts

“Tim will make you a better golfer, highly recommended”

Call Tim on 07810 523040 or email timbutlergolf@gmail.com
www.timbutlergolf.co.uk

Home and Property Maintenance and Repairs
• Internal and External decorating 
• Kitchen and Bathroom fitting and tiling
• General building work
• Fencing, decking and patios
• No job too small

Local professional family run business 

Call for free quotation on 07812 135045 or email: highclerehandyman@gmail.com

Because everyone’s 
home is their castle

Sharon Stretton Designs
Bespoke Soft Furnishings 

& Interior Design

Showroom: 
Unit 5 New Mills Industrial Estate, 

Post Office Road, Inkpen, Hungerford, 
Berkshire, RG17 9PU
Tel: 01488 669267

• Curtains & Blinds • Fabrics & Trimmings

• Tracks & Poles • Cushions & Headboards

• Upholstery • Bed Valances & Throws

• Mood Boards • Fitting Service

Welcome to the Oakwood Clinic, Highclere
For a highly effective Deep Tissue Massage that really gets into the 
underlying muscular fibres and knots, minimising stiffness and pain.

Wonderful Hot Stone Therapy for superior relaxation through Aromatherapy 
Massage and the healing warmth of stones.

Also Ear Candling, Reflexology, Aromatherapy, Facials.

Monthly Offers and vouchers always available.  Ladies only please.

Call Charlotte Piddington(ITEC) on 01635-255332 , text 07733442059
www.theoakwoodclinic.co.uk
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Catering for all occasions
m Business and conference buffets
m Private parties, social functions
m Wedding receptions, etc.

For further information and menus  
email: ginny@sykick.com
Telephone: 01635 253816

Food  
for  Thought

Ginny Baldwin 01635 552332

East Woodhay Society

As I write this, we have just entered our second national 
lockdown and the COVID-19 cases in East Woodhay, 
Highclere, Burghclere and Bishops Green had a rolling 

rate of infection of 171.4 and growing, which is a worrying 
trend. To check on the latest numbers go to www.wooltonhill.com where I include 
the appropriate link for this information.

We said at the time of the COVID newsletter at the end of July, that we would 
bring them back again if the situation changed. Consequently, as there are changing 
regulations which affect our area, we are producing Newsletters again. They contain 
an easily digestible summary of the regulations and also local helpful informa-
tion. These are emailed directly to EWS members and are also held on the Woolton 
Hill website.

At the time of reading this, we will have held our East Woodhay Society AGM on 
17th November by Zoom rather than in person. I wonder if 2020 will become known 
as the year when video calls became fashionable as so many meetings now seem to 
be held this way. However, I for one, cannot wait until we can get back to meeting 
in person.

At the AGM we will have made a presentation to our nominated charity, Young 
People & Children First. YP&CF gives a home to young people (aged 16-25) who are 
leaving care or who are homeless. They have two houses locally and all the young 
residents are provided with personalised support in a family environment, helping 
them to develop life skills such as cooking on a budget and money management, as 
well as recreational activities with other residents and support getting into educa-
tion, training or work.

With your support we have raised £1500, which we expect to double up to 
£3000 via the Good Exchange. In addition, we also raised £130 from Teresa Munn’s 
Seeds of Hope and also £327 via the local photo email quiz. Thank You!

I wish to say a special mention to Spectrum, as we are now partnering to 
include Spectrum adverts also on www.wooltonhill.com under the business section; 
this contributed £600 of the £1500.

We have all suffered with this year’s COVID restrictions, but things have been 
particularly tough on local charities and your support has made a real difference to 
what YP&CF are able to continue to do.

I include a photo from them enjoying some pumpkin carving around 
Halloween.

Please email me if you would like to join East Woodhay Society as we work to 
help improve our local area and support local charities.

Mark Rand – Chair EWS
eastwoodhaysociety@gmail.com Tel 250898
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Evolution Tree Surgery and Ground-Care Ltd
Friendly, Local Service You Can Trust

Tree Surgery Landscaping Professional Fencing 
Shrub & Hedge Care Stump Grinding
Garden Turfing General Maintenance

www.evolutiontreesurgeryltd.co.uk
Please call Ben to arrange your free quote:

07917195806 / 01635 770630

KEITH
LAWRENCE
KITCHEN BEDROOM & BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

Planning to Completion
Traditional & Contemporary
FREE QUOTATIONS 01488 608789

3 Ermin Street, Stockcross, Berkshire RG20 8LG

www.lawrenceinstallations.co.uk   01488 608789

PENWOOD

N
U

RSERIES L
TD

Thousands of different hardy trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials, roses, 
conifers, fruit, climbers, ferns and grasses are always available.
A family run business. Most of our stock is produced on site and we are 
happy to help you find just what you are looking for.

enquiries@penwoodnurseries.co.uk   www.penwoodnurseries.co.uk
The Drove, Penwood, Newbury  RG20 9EW  

01635 254366

Penwood Nurseries

Hardy’s Custom-Made Carpentry & Joinery

Chris Hardy
Bruan Road
Newbury

07872124367
chris.hardy72@gmail.com

Wonders with Wood



2524

East Woodhay Artisans
The fete may be cancelled but you can still buy our unique hand-made gifts 
online in time for Christmas at www.etsy.com/uk/shop/EastWoodhayArtisans

All proceeds to St Martin’s Guild

East Woodhay Artisans, formerly known as Granny’s Attic, are a group of friends who make items 
to sell at the St Martin’s Guild fete every year. We use fabric and haberdashery given to us  by 

local people and always welcome donations.

 • Step by Step guidance 
• Suitable for adult beginners, refresher 

and improvers 
• Meet new friends, unlock your talent 
• Fun, easy just 3 hours per week 
• Courses held throughout the year, 

limited spaces – CALL US for more info 
 

01256 810933 – www.theseasonsartclass.com 

 

ART CLASS NEWBURY 
 

The Art Class you always wanted 

 

 

01635 282992 Daytime or
emergency: 07970 072629

From the archives
Woolton Hill Domestic Poultry Keeping Club
A talk on Poultry keeping will be given in the Church Hall by Mr.A.W.Grimes, the 
County Poultry Instructor, on Wednesday December 10th at 3pm. It will include a 
demonstration on culling.

St.Thomas’ magazine, December 1941

Our Eastern Parish Boundary
In our September number we gave some account of our boundaries as a whole. 
There are, however, some points of particular interest about that which divides us 
from Highclere; for the line here follows the old track from Andover to Newbury, 
known since Saxon times as Honey Way. From Seven Stones Bridge it runs northward 
through Penwood, keeping on the higher ground to the east of the present road. It 
crosses this at the big bend just before the railway bridges, follows Wash Water to a 
point near the Old Blanket Mill, where it climbs northwards towards the field of the 
first Battle of Newbury, passing the old Bell Inn and the tumuli beyond it.

Tradition has it that the original parish boundary between Woodhay and 
Highclere was Wash Water Stream; but during the reign of Queen Elizabeth the men 
of both parishes were beating the bounds one rogation day–the traditional times for 
this practice–and happened to meet; a quarrel arose and the men of Woodhay drove 
the Highclere people across Wash Water back to the old Andover–Newbury track, 
which was then established as the frontier between the two parishes.

St.Thomas’ magazine, December 1946

I would like to thank Tom Gittins, who recently donated copies of St.Martin’s magazine to 
our archive. Of particular interest is the copy from February 1937, by far the oldest in our 
collection. Any other contributions would be most welcome.

Chris Vane
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A B O U T

Hannington & Green offer a 
wide range of electrical services 

in domestic, industrial and 
commercial installation, data 

installation, inspection and testing, 
and property maintenance.

S E R V I C E S

• Electrical Installation
• Data Installation

• Inspection & Testing
• Property Maintenance

• Office Design & Partitioning
• Building Services

C O N T A C T

01635 285354 info@hanningtongreen.co.uk

the garden carpenter
decks, fences, gates and sheds

uncompromising quality
for a free estimate contact Duncan Graham
www.thegardencarpenter.com   01635 552301

Flexible Plans 
one-to-one support

“...for  
greater weight 

loss  with  
one-to-one 
support...”

New    
thinking.
New 
   you!

Give
     go!it a

Contact Rebecca Cooke your local Consultant: 
tel 07787 316339  email 121dietbycwp@gmail.com  web one2onediet.com/RCooke 

Based in 
Woolton Hill, 

covering 
Newbury and 
surrounding 

areas

Light & Day Electrics

Part-P & 17th Edition qualified

New installations

New circuits

Rewire

Consumer unit replacement

Extend Circuits

Lighting

Garages

Outside Buildings

Smoke alarms

Fault Finding

For all your electrical needs & Free estimate

 Phone Jeremy

01635 278 485

07885 985 275

Airport Transfers 

 
Professional service in luxury cars to anywhere 

in the UK for Business & Pleasure. 
 Meet & Greet in the terminal, no waiting for shuttle buses 
 Fully licensed, DBS enhanced checked 
 Door to Door service, leave your own car at home 
 Help with luggage 
 Competitive prices  
 All cards accepted 

‘Don’t drive home tired, let us drive you in comfort and style’ 

Email: glntransfers@gmail.com 

www.gln-transfers.co.uk  

Tel: 07747 800707 or 01488 648719 

 
 

 
 

Building & Construction

Loft Conversions

Extensions

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Refurbishments

Patios

Double glazing

Small selection of building work we undertake

For all your building projects and free estimate

Call Jeremy

01635 278 485

07885 985 275

www.watermill-sounds.co.uk
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Fully qualified 
and insured

Professional, friendly and reliable with attention to detail 
coupled with great value pricing

• Tree felling
• Tree reduction
• Climbing & aerial work

• Stump removal
• Hedge reduction
• Site clearance 

Contact Nigel Smith on 07803 034716 

Email: nigel@highcleretreeworks.co.uk

Visit us at www.highcleretreeworks.co.uk
We take on small and large jobs and will happily 

discuss any individual requirements with you Emergency work undertaken

Arthur A Beaver Ltd
ESTABLISHED 1909

Building Contractors
Heating and Sanitary Engineers

INSTALLATIONS

REPAIRS

MAINTENANCE

SYSTEM UPDATES

BOILER CHANGES

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

& MATERIALS

ALL ASSOCIATED 

BUILDING 

WORK UNDERTAKEN 

INCLUDING 

ELECTRICAL WORK
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES & COMPETITIVE PRICES

Tel 01635 253240

Monday - Hone ’N Tone 
Gentle Aerobics for the Less Frantic!  
(suits any age)  
At 6.45 - 7.30pm - Just £4.50

Monday - Simple Circuit 
Suitable for all levels 
At 7.45 -8.45pm - Just £5.00

Tuesday - Beginners Step 
Learn the easy way to step.  
Tone up the muscles while having fun 
At 7.30 - 8.30pm - Just £5.00 

Thursday - Tums, Bums and Thighs 
‘Get rid of the enemy’ 
At 7.30 - 8.30pm - Just £5.00

All classes held at Burghclere Village Hall
Fully qualified instructor - Sally
Contact on 01635 278680

Shape up your week 
and keep fit!

P J Cole Plastering
& Brickwork

 9 Qualified and reliable local 
bricklayer and plasterer

 9 All types of plastering, floor 
screeds, artexing/plastering 
over artexed ceilings, coving, 
tiling, garden walls, patios and 
extensions undertaken

 9 Fully insured
 9 No job too small
 9 References available
 9 Quotations available upon 
request

Please contact 07771 865621 
 or 01635 253300 for further 

information

Please Don’t Feel Alone!
Lockdown help for those with no computers
For those of us who may be alone and who possibly do not have computers and 
internet, there is help and activities available. I hope that you will take advantage of 
all that is on offer. It is so good that we have volunteers willing to give their time and 
proves that the community spirit still prevails!
An update from Neighbourcare, (which will also be updated in our directory at 

the back of the magazine): East Woodhay & Highclere Neighbourcare
For transport, collect your prescription or help collecting shopping

call….01635 745600
Enquiries/To Volunteer -

www.ewhneighbourcare.org.uk….Keith Nunn…..253888
Also: Offered from the Corn Exchange, Newbury, Contactless Creativity offers the 
opportunity for those who are currently shielding or who do not have access 
to the internet to keep creative and feel connected at a time when they may be 
having less frequent contact with their friends and family or are unable to take 
part in their usual activities or pastimes.
It offers a weekly activity such as writing or drawing (materials provided), for those 
without internet these will be delivered to your door by volunteers.
To find out more, please call 01635 582666 or email:

boxoffice@cornexchangenew.co.uk
If you do have internet, please go to the following link: 

https://cornexchangenew.com & in the search box put contactless creativity.
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Pure Clean
Window Cleaning
also frames, canopies, cladding, 
conservatories, guttering & soffits

Call Claire or Martin on 01635 523917 or 07958 207451
email kimble@techie.com

Landscaping~Tree Surgery~Garden Maintenance

• Hedge cutting
• Tree work
• Grass cutting
• Garden maintenance
• Fencing
• Fully insured

for a free quotation call 07770993817
MownAndGrownNewbury@Gmail.Com ~ Visit our wesite: MownAndGrown.Net

TUITION IN FRENCH AND GERMAN
Would you like to brush up your language skills? Would you like to 

learn a new language from scratch? Does your child need that extra 
edge at GCSE or A level?

I offer one to one tuition in the relaxed surroundings of my own home 
with flexible tutoring focusing entirely on your needs. I am a former 
Head of Department and examiner for The University of Cambridge 

Examination Board.
Recommendations available.

Contact Carolyn Wood on 01635-254140 or 07799 586263.

BED & BREAKFAST
Two spacious rooms, one double and one twin, with own bath/shower room in a

 private period house in Woolton Hill, 5 miles south of Newbury. No smoking.

Price: £55 per room per night
Contact: Mrs Bridget Wheeler: 01635 250729 or 07812 240210

A Different Year for the WI

We met in January and socialized in groups with a cup of tea after the Christmas 
break. New quizzes were tried and we had fun reflecting on past customs. In 
February Terri Robinson took us on a canal journey from the building of the first 
British canal in 1757 carrying coal and other cargo to the leisurely pursuits of 
today. The social history and hard life sustained by families making meagre livings 
contrasted with the well known art work of castles and roses decorating the narrow-
boats and their utensils. Terri produced some of her own art work in the tradi-
tional colours for us to admire and buy. In March we tried our hands with artwork 
in a different form with lovely results at the Pottery Coffee House. The items were 
collected just before lock down and then our life and freedom changed. In April we 
stayed at home thankful for electronic communication. Fortunately the weather 
was kind and we had a beautiful Spring. The job lists were started and our homes 
were decorated and our gardens became one of our greatest pleasures. May and 
June came and the flowers were admired and the vegetables enjoyed. The birds 
sang and produced their offspring. Home deliveries became the norm and Thursday 
night clapping showed our appreciation of this and the NHS. The printers couldn’t 
produce the Hampshire WI News and we relied on technology to bring the articles 
and photos to our homes. We read about the deeds performed throughout the 
county and the making of masks, including for those who need to lip read and 
protective clothing for essential workers. Others had enquired about English wine 
grown in Hampshire and took part in book reviews. August came and we escaped 
to pastures new always wary that we were not completely free but away from the 
house and familiar location. Not able to have a full AGM the committee met in my 
garden in September on the only wet day of the week but fortunately canvas protec-
tion was available and we carried on. It was good to be together again and we had 
done our duty followed by a cream tea supplied by a member. Our programme 
was cancelled until the following Spring but a pub lunch was hastily arranged. 
Unfortunately new restrictions were announced and this was cancelled too. 
Undeterred we keep in touch with our newsletters, home quizzes, stories, anecdotes 
and festive craft plus thoughts on what we will do at future meetings when it is safe 
to do so.

Happy Christmas everyone.
SB

East Woodhay

Women’s Institute
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the
Alexander
Technique
Relieve back & neck pain

Enhance health & well-being
Improve posture & stamina

for lessons and courses:

Judith Turner MSTAT
01635 253981
07771 896696

judeturner7@gmail.com
www.jt-alexandertechnique.co.uk

Barking Boutique 
Professional Dog Grooming 

 

 

Patient and Caring Service for 
all Breeds 

 
Clipping, Hand Stripping, 
Scissoring, De-matting, 
Bathing, Nail & Ear Care 

 
Alison Sutton 07706695773  
barkingboutique@yahoo.co.uk 

Windfield House, Byeways, Highclere, 
Newbury, Berkshire RG20 9PA 

 

 

   

     

 

CARS
VANS
MINIBUSES
TRUCKS 

01635 552200

SmarthireVehicleRental.co.uk

Third Street, Greenham Business Park,
 Newbury RG19 6HW

Thyme 
The food  you would have cooked

 � Can I help you fill your fridge or freezer?

 � Freshly made, nutritious food for busy 
people.

 � Menu of main dishes and puddings to suit 
an informal supper with family or friends.

 � Menus also available for dinner parties, 
family or special celebrations.

 � All dishes made to order and delivered 
locally.

Rhona Everard
Mob: 077969 46664
Email: thymehomecook@gmail.com
Web: www.facebook.com/thymehomecook

Personal Computers
new - repairs - upgrades - data recovery - no job too small

phone John on 01635 254102

Woolton Hill Junior School
Student reports from WHJS

School Values – Working Together
School values are one of the most important things that repre-
sent WHJS. I have chosen the working together value in action. I 
enjoy working together because we produce great work! In maths me and a partner 
help each other with our math if we find it tricky, sometimes me and my friends get 
different answers so we mark them and see who is wrong or right. If I had the right 
answer, I would be willing to help others to get it correct, but if I get it wrong, I will 
ask 3 people on my table (ask 3 before me) before asking the teacher. In science 
we usually work together, last time we did science I was in a partner with Georgie 
Ryan (my friend) and we were experimenting making parachutes so we did different 
sizes of paper for each one to see which would fall slower or faster which was a lot 
of working together! It is so much nicer to be working together with my friends and 
classmates than being at home. Thank you for reading my article!

Daisy Humphrey- student of Woolton Hill Junior School.

Our Values in action.
Hi, my name is Solomon, I am the W.H.J.S. Reporter and I will be writing articles 
for the Spectrum. This month I am writing about our school values and how I 
have demonstrated some of them so far this term. Our school values are Kindness, 
Curiosity,  Responsibility, Independence, Resilience and Working together.

In History we are learning about Anglo Saxons and Vikings, I got a star award 
for showing Curiosity as I always ask sensible questions to find out more. I also 
showed I am good at Working together with other children as I made up some new 
playground games and taught most of my class how to play them and we play them 
every day now.

I hope you enjoyed reading about our Values, why don’t you see how many of 
them you can show this month?

Stay Safe, 
Solomon’

Answers: 1) Jodie Whittaker, 2) Blitzen (Blitzer), 3) Clement C. Moore, 4) a) 0.1%, 5) 
Peach, 6) ‘not *necessarily* in the right order.’, 7) A fox, 8) Cinnamon, 9) Natalie 
Wood, 10) Bob Geldof and Midge Ure, 11) Indian Ocean, 12) Germany, 13) Jacob 
Marley, 14) Middlesborough, 15) They’ve been ‘turned down low’, 16) Carol Kane, 
17) Mary’s Boy Child, 18) Douro Valley, 19) Sir Isaac Newton, 20) The Snowman, 21) 
The three wise men/kings, 22) Non-Expanding Recreational Foam, 23) Sweden, 24) 
Christmas Eve, 25) 12



3534

Aardvark
PROFESSIONAL OVEN AND
CARPET CLEANING SERVICES

AARDVARKOVENCLEANING.COM
AARDVARKCARPET-CLEANING.COM

07783 810806

Antique Silver & Gold 
Bought, sold & valued

Edward Reis Silverware,
Ball Hill.

Tel. 01635 250505
e.reis@tiscali.co.uk

The restrictions on Clubs and Families meeting together has blunted 
our 20/21 Programme, and Hall meetings had been cancelled for 
the year ahead. With a brave heart and much determination, we got 
in touch with Timothy Walker, and asked him to conduct a Zoom 
Meeting. 

On Thursday 22 October we had 35 computers, logged on, along with 51 eager 
gardeners at least tuning in. He spoke to us on the topic of ‘In the not so deep 
winter’, demonstrating that we could all have access to a seemingly endless number 
of shrubs and flowers that could adorn our cold and windswept gardens throughout 
the Winter months. His enthusiasm and knowledge of plants shone through with 
a deft, amusing and interesting delivery. There was colour, size, shape and scent to 
match any of our needs. Berries, flowers and foliage appeared in surprising variety. 
All of these plants were excellent for wildlife in our gardens. We were not left off 
lightly, when his list of winter jobs was mentioned at the end. Leaf sweeping, 
compost making, mulching, digging, planting new borders, coppicing and cleaning 
out the pond, if you have one.

I remembered one great quotation that Timothy gave: “I do not believe that any 
plant is tender, until I have killed it, myself” – Sir Peter Smithers. (we have a few!)

Nick

Woolton Hill & District

Gardeners’ Club
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Your local renewable energy specialist
Now installing EV chargers for solar PV

Heat Pump servicing - Mitsubishi Accredited
PV repairs & batteries - MCS/NICEIC certified

Contact Paul Gibbons on 07791 364408 
or visit www.greenwiresolar.co.uk

Greenwire Solar, October Cottage, Broadlayings, Woolton Hill, Newbury RG20 9TT

C O N V E N I E N T

C L E A N I N G
S O L U T I O N S

H W
C L E A N I N G
S E R V I C E S

Please call: 0791 7702257

• Mobile professional detailing and valeting 
for all vehicles

• Pressure wash treatments for driveways 
and patios

• Carpet and upholstery cleaning

• Domestic / Commercial / End of tenancy 
cleans

• Anti-viral and bacterial deep sanitization 
fog treatments - domestic and commercial

www.hwcleaningservices.com

Real Me Yoga
    

Remote & effective Yoga wellness & relaxation
Gentle movement, functional breathing for over 50’s. Manage & maintain your 

wellbeing. Standing, seated & restorative guidance in your own home. 
Easy to join live streamed tuition & online home practice support 

Contact Joanna Edge
07970 166675 Joanna@RealMeYoga.co.uk www.RealMeYoga.co.uk

Redlands Property Services Ltd
Specialist in All Aspects of Oil Fired Heating and Plumbing

New Boiler Installations, Servicing, Breakdowns, Oil Tank Replacements 
Under� oor Heating, Mains Pressure Hot Water Cylinders Installations

All Work Guaranteed/Free Quotes
Please call : James Mead

OFTEC Registered Company C8170
Tel 01189 810 310 / 01635 282 172 Mob 07795 063 067
www.rpsllp.co.uk     email boilersupport@rpsllp.co.uk
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Across
1.  We hear instruction to keep jewellery safe (6)
4.  Agent has no money right at the end (6)
9.  Pry about Queen liking fizzy drink (5)
10.  Note ice skating area on the edge (5)
11.  Time instrument could cause a pain in the 

the side (5)
12.  Empty mouths found in good bars right 

when Scandi feast is served (11)
15.  Chilled the French out for son or daughter (5)
17.  Play guitar on street with drink (5)
18.  Game face used to stir up fire (5)
19.  Three boys singing? (6)
20.  Shy to make mistake around Christmas 

tipple (6)

Down
1.  Father has gold for pet (6)
2.  Rich master set up his festive centrepiece 

(9,4)
3.  Note type of mixed up country this is (5)
5.  Bird behaving like a sloppy burglar (5)
6.  Breeches worn by old New Yorker (13)
7.  Football club abandons drilling for oil for 

gardening job (6)
8.  We’ll do coaster in Christmas colours (11)
13.  A true ship is apple coloured (6)
14.  Babycham without one would make her 

cry (6)
15.  Ship of the desert came across fifty (5)
16.  Short department hard to measure (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20

MARIO’S
PLUMBING

25 years’ experience

• gas/oil boiler servicing 
and replacements

• power flushing

• central heating and 
general plumbing

GAS-SAFE registered

Telephone Mario
07967123819
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By the time this report is in your hands 
the full Council will probably have held 
its last meeting of the year. To say it has 
been a strange year would be a massive 
understatement and as I write these words 
the outlook for 2021 seems equally uncer-
tain so we extend our best wishes and 
hopes that everyone will be able to cel-
ebrate Christmas as they would like to.

Our footpath team have reported 
that the local footpaths appear to be in 
steady use but alas they make this judge-
ment based on the litter deposited along 
them. There is, and never will be, any facil-
ity for litter collection along the footpaths. 
Please take all your litter home with you. 
This includes any dog poo if you have a 
dog with you. Bagging it then leaving it 
in bags is the very worst thing you can 
do. If bagged, take it home! If you have 
no bag to hand then flick the poo into 
the undergrowth off the path where it 
will have a chance to degrade naturally.
Parish Field, the facts.

A great deal of misunderstanding 
appears to have been generated regard-
ing the Parish Field and its future use. The 
council plans to maintain and improve 
the current permissive path into an all-
weather path with a porous structure 
so that it will drain and be more user-
friendly in adverse weather. This will 
have no effect on its agricultural usage.

We have also commissioned a bio-
diversity study which has now been 
carried out and we await the full report. 
Our hope is that we can arrange for an 
increase in the wildflower population as 
part of long-term stewardship of this land.

We have equally recently commis-
sioned a survey using metal detectors 
to check whether the field contains any 
historical artefacts. This survey will be 
done under controlled conditions and 

will take approximately 
3 days to complete 
but not 3 consecutive 
days. The dates will 
be advised locally and to schools in the 
Parish. The results will be published.
No other plans for the field have been discussed.
We have received an update from 
the Basingstoke Rural Police Team.

Last year there was an increase in 
burglaries to out buildings and garages. 
This declined through lockdown. However, 
this is now on the increase again.

Properties in Northern Hampshire 
(Tadley, Baughurst, Silchester, Headley 
and Ecchinswell), especially isolated build-
ings, have had outbuildings and garages 
broken into since September. Tools and 
bikes have primarily been removed.

The Police are warning residents in 
rural North Hampshire to be vigilant and 
fit extra security measures on out build-
ings in particular. This should include 
fitting security locks, alarms, CCTV and 
security lighting. For more security preven-
tion advice, visit www.hampshire.police.uk.

If people see any vehicles or 
people acting suspiciously report it 
immediately by calling 101, or if you 
believe a crime is in progress call 999.

T h e  r u r a l  p o l i c e  h a v e  s a i d 
t h e y  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t i n g  e x t r a 
patrols  across Nor thern Hampshire.

Finally we wish to remind everyone 
that the Parish Clerk is a Council employee 
tasked with recording Council decisions 
and the implementation of some decisions. 
The Clerk is not responsible for decisions 
made and as a part time employee should 
not be expected to offer rapid replies to 
parishioners questions. The Council has 
a duty of care to its employees and will 
not tolerate any harassment of the Clerk. 

Phil

East Woodhay East Woodhay Parish CouncilParish Council Letter to the Editor
I understand that the Parish Council is pro-
posing to build a “Permissive Path” across 
the parish field. This appears to be in direct 
conflict with the Deed Of Gift that the Parish 
Council entered into on the 18th March 1959 
with the donor Mr E C Eliot Cohen. This deed 
of gift was drawn up by Alsop Stevens & Co 
of Liverpool and signed by the donor and 
witnessed by his butler Mr Richard Edwards.

The signatories from the council were 
Mrs C Trier and Mrs B Wolmer. The witness 
to both these signatories was Mr Philip Issac 
the parish clerk. Under item 3 in this deed 
the parish council agreed that this field be 
only used for agricultural purposes and 
no building operation should take place.

I believe that the proposals are in 
direct conflict with this deed and if 
pursued may face a legal challenge.

Looking now in more detail this 
proposal dissects the field diagonally. 
This structure will interrupt the natural 
flow of water which is the commence-
ment of the issue which runs through 
the northern part of the parish and dis-
charges into the lake in the Chase.

On a much more practicable note, 
when you consult the contour and drift 
maps you will see there is a pronounced 
depression in the land. This area is on a clay 
bed with a perched water table. Flooding 
has been experienced in the past. Some 
drainage has been provided in the area of 
the ribbon development along the road 
from the Church to Dodd’s Corner. This 
is highly unlikely to cope with the runoff 
from footpaths and other paved areas. It 
would create localised surface water hot 
spots which the clay substrate could not 
dissipate in periods of heavy rain, with 
climate change. This rainfall is becoming 
the norm rather than the exception. To 

introduce such other features in this area 
would, I believe, destabilise this some-
what fragile environment. As there are 
no formal surface water sewers in this 
area the options are very limited and 
needless to say abortively expensive.

I believe that this proposal would 
be considered a development of land 
and may attract a planning application.

To overcome this deed of gift would 
require a High Court action even if the 
Trustees of Mr Eliot Cohen’s estate agreed 
with your proposals. There always was a 
footpath across this land which ran from the 
gate opposite the Lychgate to the working 
men’s club in Trade Street. This was closed 
many years ago by the Parish Council mak-
ing representation to Hampshire County 
Council. It is one thing having an unmade 
path across agricultural land but completely 
different having a paved path. This would 
make the field unviable for its intended 
purpose also making it difficult to maintain 
the land and the hedges. This is an espe-
cially true if this footpath does not have 
sufficient integrity to cope with the loads 
that agricultural vehicles and plant would 
generate. Are we destined to have another 
catastrophe as we have experienced with 
the Parish Charities land, where it was so 
poorly managed that it became unviable?

I really cannot see why new residents 
wanting to move “to the country” from 
the towns and urban areas only to convert 
our rural environment into townscapes.

Pete Mason
Past Chairman of EWPC
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Directory of Local Organizations
East Woodhay Parish Council  . . . . . . . East Woodhay Village Hall . . . . . Carol 
Stanley . . . 01635 35859

eastwoodvillhall@gmail.com
East Woodhay Short Mat Bowls Club  . .Contact: Cathy Neller  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  255589
East Woodhay Silver Band  . . . . . . . . .Contact: Rosemary Gittins 07917 522180
East Woodhay Society . . . . . . . . . . . Chairman, Mark Rand  . . . . . . .  250898 

eastwoodhaysociety@gmail.com         . . .       www.wooltonhill/ews
East Woodhay Twinning Association   .  Helen Allen, Secretary   .  .  01635 250776
East Woodhay W.I.   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary: Pat Gibbs  . . . . 07831 669 220
Hampshire County Council . . . . . . . . .Member: Tom Thacker   .  .  01962 771863
Guiding–Woolton Hill

Woolton Hill Brownies - contact Maggie Russell - 2whbrownies@gmail.com
Highclere Film Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Chris Martin  .  .  .  .  .  .  253461
Highclere Evergreens   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Leader: Mrs. V. Burge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  864584
Litter warden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  . litterwarden@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk
MP  .  .  .  .  . Kit Malthouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01264 401401

kit.malthouse.mp@parliament.uk  .  .  .  .  2 Church Close, Andover, SP10 1DP
National Women’s Register   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Val Burfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  255168
Neighbourhood Watch

Woolton Hill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Bentham . . . . . . . . . . . . 255582
North End . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Castle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .253537

Newbury Chamber Choir  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .info@newburychamberchoir.co.uk
Nwby. Wkly. News WH Correspondent .Nicole Bentham . . . . . . . . . . . 255582
Police  . . . Hampshire Constabulary   .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
The Samaritans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Position to be filled Freephone 116 123
Schools

The Clere  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  278372
Community Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .278129

St Martin’s East Woodhay CE Primary.  . www.st-martins.hants.sch.uk . . . . 597796
St Thomas’, Woolton Hill, Infants  .  .  .  .  www.stthomasinfant.co.uk  . . . . 253431
Woolton Hill Juniors  . . . . . . . . . . . . www.wooltonhilljunior.co.uk  . . . 253364

Spectrum http://www.wooltonhill.com/Spectrum.html
Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .253378
Treasurer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gill Burrows   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254301
Distribution   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Chris Vane   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .253707
Advertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Robinson . . . . . . . . . . 253004
Editors: Abbie Dando   SpectrumEditorAbbie@gmail.com . . . . . .  07477 987943

Mary Gulliver . . . . . . . . . . .mary@TheGullivers.co.uk  .  .  .  .  .  254567
Kathy Scott (6pm-9pm)   .  .  .  .spectrumwh@outlook.com  . . . . .254756
Jim Hannington  . . . . . . . . .seamusman3@gmail.com . . 07895637611

24hr Emergency Numbers
Thames Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 9200 888
Southern Water (water supply)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  01273 606766
Southern Electric  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105  or  08000727282

Age Concern Hampshire Village Agent: Sarah  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07806 659449
Arbor Flora Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Ros Oles . . . . . 01256 896014
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council Basingstoke  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  844844

member: Clive Sanders (cllr.clive.sanders@ basingstoke.gov.uk)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .254839
Churches

East Woodhay, St Martin’s  . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . www.stmartins.church
Churchwardens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Twallin   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253354

Andrew Colville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254017
Woolton Hill, St Thomas’ www.wooltonhill.com/community/church/church.html
Churchwardens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Vane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253707

Bridget Wheeler   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  250729
Defibrillators

There are 4 public access defribillators in the Parish, WH Church Hall, EW Village Hall, 
the Rampant Cat, and WH Junior School. 

Doctors’ Surgery Woolton Hill   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 253324
Patient Participation: . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rosemary Cahill   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253306

Ducklings Fiona Morgan.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42080
East Woodhay & Highclere Neighbourcare Volunteer Driving

Enquiries/Volunteers-www.ewhneighbourcare.org.uk.....Keith Nunn..   .  .  .  .  .  253888 
To collect your prescription or help collecting shopping call .  .  01635 745600
East Woodhay Charities . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Susan Wren.  .  .  .  .  .  .  254875
East Woodhay Cricket Club . . . . . . . . .Contact Adrian Batchelor . 07810 647618
East Woodhay Flower & Produce Show  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .254114

www.eastwoodhayflowershow.co.uk
East Woodhay Football Club . . . . . . . .Chairman: Alan Jones  . . . . . . . 254024
East Woodhay Local History Society   .  .Sec: Christine Dalton   .  .  . 07880 628 114
East Woodhay Parish Council Members: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .www.eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk

James Mitchell (Chairman) james.mitchell@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk 01635 254747
Susan Cooper,          susan.cooper@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk   . . . . . 01635 254149
Graham Dick             graham.dick@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk  . . . . . . 01635 255372
Martin Hainge          martin.hainge@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk . . . . . 01635 255793
Paul Hurst (Vice Chairman) paul.hurst@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk   .  .  01635 254363
Phil Jarvis                   philip.jarvis@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk   .  .  .  .  .  .  01635 254422
Mark Rand                 mark.rand@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk  . . . . . . . 01635 250898
Karen Titcomb          karen.titcomb@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk  . . . . . 07974 011065
Andrew Watson       andrew.watson@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk 
Amy White (Clerk)    clerk@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07480 042395

Directory of Local Organizations



44

St Martin’s Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Sarah Leventhorpe . . 255293
info@eastwoodhayfete.org.uk   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  www.eastwoodhayfete.org.uk

St Thomas’ Handbell Ringers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Nicole Bentham . . . . . . . . . . . 255582
Woolton Hill & District Gardeners’ Club

Contact  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nick Harcourt  . . . . . . . . . . . . 253546
Woolton Hill Argyle Football Club.  Jon Dennis  . .  money.whafc@gmail.com
Woolton Hill Church Hall

Nick Harcourt, Charnwood Cottage, Broadlayings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .253546
wooltonhillhallbookings@gmail.com  . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07971 064087

Woolton Hill Pre-School . . . . . . . . . . . Nicola Logan   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254721
Woolton Hill Sports Club

(tennis, table tennis)  . . . . . . . . . . . . Alison Whitehorn . . . . . . . . . . 254391
Woolton Hill Village Market  . . . . . . . .Claire and Sally

www.whvm.co  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . whvmarket@gmail.com
Woolton Hill Website . . . . . . . . . . . . Contact:Mark Rand . . . . . . . . . 250898

www. WooltonHill.com  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . eastwoodhaysociety@gmail.com

Spectrum Advertising Rates with effect from April 2020
Annual rates–please contact Michael Robinson Tel 253004
For ALL fund-raising events (charity, political, etc) £3 per quarter page b&w, £5 colour
For all commercial and professional advertisements: £25 (colour) per quarter page
Invoices are issued once the publication has been sent to print. Please note that adver-
tisements may be altered in size to fit the space available.

Guidance to advertisers:  www.wooltonhill.com/spectrum-guidance
Subscription: £5 per annum
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https://www.wooltonhill.com/spectrum
Spectrum is a monthly community magazine serving East Woodhay and Woolton 
Hill. It is run by a committee of volunteers and is a not for profit publication.
Reports on village activities and articles of local interest are welcomed for 
publication subject to the discretion of the editor. Copy should reach the editor by 
the seventh day of the month preceding publication and should be a maximum 
of 500 words. In the event of pressure for space, the editor reserves the right to 
reduce the length of the article while attempting to maintain the style of the writer 
and retaining as much content as possible.
The editorial committee accepts no responsibility for the views expressed by 
Spectrum contributors or for the quality of goods and services provided by 
advertisers in this magazine.
The contents of this magazine are protected by copyright and nothing may 
be reprinted without prior permission.

Doors | Windows | Conservatories | Orangeries | Porches | Small Extensions
Aluminium Bi-Fold Doors | Kitchen Fitting | Electric Roller Garage Doors

www.mgwindowsnewbury.co.uk    info@mgwindowsnewbury.co.uk
01635 254083  or  07900 487274

Wasps۰Hornets۰Rats۰Mice۰Moles 
Woodworm۰Ants۰Fleas۰Flies۰Moths 

Bed Bugs۰Beetles۰Cockroaches
Domestic and Commercial

www.pestcontrolberkshire.com

01635 250 852

Car Servicing & Repairs
Air Con Servicing & Repairs, Advanced Engine Diagnostics

Batteries, Exhausts, Welding, Tyres including Advanced Four Wheel Alignment
Hybrid & Electric Vehicles, Servicing & Repairs

Horsebox Trailer Service & Repairs
Courtesy cars available, manual and automatic. Free local collection and delivery service. 
Ball Hill Garage Technicians are fully qualified and regularly attend motor trade approved 

training courses

BALL HILL GARAGE

Tel 01635 253282
enquiries@ballhillgarage.co.uk

MOT
Cars & 
Light 
Vans



Heating Oil now available to collect in 20 litre drums

01635 253 253
www.marshfuels.co.uk

H C Marsh (Newbury) Ltd, Ball Hill, Newbury, Berkshire. RG20 0PW
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