


Editorial

http://www.wooltonhill.com/Spectrum.html
Spectrum is a monthly community magazine serving East Woodhay and Woolton 
Hill. It is run by a committee of volunteers and is a not for profit publication.

Reports on village activities and articles of local interest are welcomed for 
publication subject to the discretion of the editor. Copy should reach the editor by 
the seventh day of the month preceding publication and should be a maximum 
of 500 words. In the event of pressure for space, the editor reserves the right to 
reduce the length of the article while attempting to maintain the style of the writer 
and retaining as much content as possible.

The editorial committee accepts no responsibility for the views expressed by 
Spectrum contributors or for the quality of goods and services provided by 
advertisers in this magazine.

The contents of this magazine are protected by copyright and nothing may be 
reprinted without prior permission.

Editor for April, May & June:

Mary Gulliver, The Old Bakery, North End, Newbury RG20 0AY 
mary@thegullivers.co.uk Tel: 254567

I can’t believe March is already upon us. I have to admit I’m looking 
forward to spring and the warmer weather. It’ll certainly make the 
walks to and from school with the children more pleasant!
This issue seems to have taken on a Climate Change theme. Canon 
Marvin talks about his concerns, especially following Sir David 
Attenborough’s recent speech where he made the statement “The 
moment of crisis has come”. St Martin’s Primary school submitted 
their first article to the magazine this month sharing information about terracycling 
and what the children are doing to make a difference. Even Daisy the Cow from East 
Woodhay has shared her thoughts on the climate issue! It certainly makes a thought-
provoking read.
Mother’s Day takes place this month (Sunday 22 March). I’ve shared a roundup 
of ways to treat mothers and grandmothers – while supporting local groups and 
businesses at the same time. 
Finally, I want to say a big thank you to everyone who has passed on kind comments 
about the issues I’ve edited. I can’t believe my final issue for the year is already at an 
end. It’s been a challenge getting my head around the new role, but I’ve thoroughly 
enjoyed it.

 Enjoy March and I’ll be back next year!
Abbie.

TREE SURGERY

•Fully Quali� ed and Insured

•Tree Surgery

•Planting•Pruning•Removals

•Hedge Cutting 

•Stump Grinding

•Woodland Management

•Chip, Mulch & Logs for Sale

T: 01635 254712 

M: 07903 259973

www.greentipsuk.com

greentips

YOUR LOCAL TREE CARE SPECIALIST Front cover: Woolton Hill resident, Tim Escudier, is running the London Marathon 2020 
even though he has Macular Degeneration (which means his vision is limited). You can 
read more about Tim and his challenge in this month’s magazine.
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Diary of Events

March 2020
Diary of Events

March 2020
Monday 2nd Evergreens HVH 2.00pm - 

4.15pm

Woolton Hill Brownies WHCH 4.00pm - 
5.30pm

Wednesday 4th NWR 8pm

Chapel Service: a short 
monthly service

Sandham Memorial 
Chapel 10.15am

EW Short Mat Bowls EWVH 7.30pm

Thur 5th St Martin’s Kneeler Group Jack’s Cottage, Knights 
Lane, Ball Hill 10.30am

Friday 6th Walking for health WHCH 10.30am

Community café St Thomas’ Church 9.30am - 11am

Papercraft Workshop: 
creating cards & 3D projects 
from colourful paper & card

Sandham Memorial 
Chapel 11am

Découpage on glass 
workshop: learn the art 
of decoupage to create 
decorations on a glass bowl

Sandham Memorial 
Chapel 2pm

Monday 9th Woolton Hill Brownies WHCH 4.00pm - 
5.30pm

Chapel Talk: Hear about the 
origins of Stanley Spencer’s 
Holy Box 

Sandham Memorial 
Chapel 11am

Tuesday 10th East Woodhay WI: Crockery 
Painting

Ugly Duckling, Newbury 
Town Centre 2.30pm

Wednesday 11th EW Short Mat Bowls EWVH 7.30pm

Thur 12th Highclere Ladies Group Highclere Church, Dunlop 
Room 7.30pm

Friday 13th Walking for health Rampant Cat Pub 10.30am

Community café St Thomas’ Church 9.30am - 11am

Monday 16th
EW Local History Society: 
Mike Robinson, The History 
of Farming

EWVH 8pm

Woolton Hill Brownies WHCH 4.00pm - 
5.30pm

Tuesday 17th Arbor Flora HVH 2pm

Wednesday 18th NWR 8pm

EW Short Mat Bowls EWVH 7.30pm

Friday 20th Walking for health WHCH 10.30am

Community café St Thomas’ Church 9.30am - 11am

Monday 23rd Woolton Hill Brownies WHCH 4.00pm - 
5.30pm

Wednesday 25th EW Short Mat Bowls EWVH 7.30pm

Thur 26th WH & District Gardeners’ 
Club WHCH 7.45pm

Friday 27th Walking for health Rampant Cat Pub 10.30am

Community café St Thomas’ Church 9.30am - 11am

Saturday 28th Woolton Hill Village Market WHCH 10am - 1pm

Monday 30th Woolton Hill Brownies WHCH 4.00pm - 
5.30pm

East Woodhay Parish 
Council EWVH 6.30pm

11 - 29 March

Saturated Space Art 
Exhibition: An exhibition of 
work by Chapel Arts Studios 
artists in response to 
themes of the Chapel and 
its paintings

Sandham Memorial 
Chapel 11am - 4pm

Key: Woolton Hill Church Hall WHCH

East Woodhay Village Hall EWVH

Highclere Village Hall HVH
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TTAAKKEEAAWWAAYY  PPIIZZZZAA  
Tuesday to Friday: 5–10pm 

Saturday: 12–10pm 
0011663355  225555  553311  

www.thehighclereredhouse.com 

PENWOOD

N
U

RSERIES L
TD

Thousands of different hardy trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials, roses, 
conifers, fruit, climbers, ferns and grasses are always available.
A family run business. Most of our stock is produced on site and we are 
happy to help you find just what you are looking for.

enquiries@penwoodnurseries.co.uk   www.penwoodnurseries.co.uk
The Drove, Penwood, Newbury  RG20 9EW  

01635 254366

Penwood Nurseries

Hardy’s Custom-Made Carpentry & Joinery

Chris Hardy
Bruan Road
Newbury

07872124367
chris.hardy72@gmail.com

Wonders with Wood

Welcome to the Oakwood Clinic, Highclere
For a highly effective Deep Tissue Massage that really gets into the 
underlying muscular fibres and knots, minimising stiffness and pain.

Wonderful Hot Stone Therapy for superior relaxation through Aromatherapy 
Massage and the healing warmth of stones.

Also Ear Candling, Reflexology, Aromatherapy, Facials.

Monthly Offers and vouchers always available.  Ladies only please.

Call Charlotte Piddington(ITEC) on 01635-255332 , text 07733442059
www.theoakwoodclinic.co.uk

OVEN SOLUTIONS
Put That Sparkle Back Into Your Oven

Full non-caustic deep clean
Cleans ovens, hobs, extractors & barbecues
Replacement �lters,seals, bulbs & elements
Non-franchise established 14 years
Child, pet & eco friendly see our reviews 

on yell.com

Peter Hudson   07733 253 563   Oven-Solutions.co.uk
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St Thomas’ Infant School
January 2020 topic: “What happened on 2 September 1666 that 
changed our lives today?”

The new term in January started with a lot of excitement as the KS1 children started 
their new learning challenge topic: ‘What happened on the 2 September 1666 that 
changed our lives today?’
The children came to school dressed up as characters from the era. We had bakers, 
maids, queens, kings and even Samuel Pepys.
We spent the day learning about the history of the nursery rhyme ‘London’s Burning’ 
and the children made their own melodies with instruments.
In addition there were drama and dance activities and we found out about the 
different ‘occupations’ and ‘roles’ of their class mates (who were in costume).
The Early Years children also started a learning challenge about “People Who Help 
Us”. The children came into school dressed as nurses, doctors, firefighters, vets and 
many other occupations.

Claire Pearce-King, Head Teacher.
 • Step by Step guidance 

• Suitable for adult beginners, refresher 
and improvers 

• Meet new friends, unlock your talent 
• Fun, easy just 3 hours per week 
• Courses held throughout the year, 

limited spaces – CALL US for more info 
 

01256 810933 – www.theseasonsartclass.com 

 

ART CLASS NEWBURY 
 

The Art Class you always wanted 

 

 

Malcolm Morrisen
Specialist in all types of Furniture
Restoration and Conservation

Tel: 01635 281349 / 07990 880717
morrisenrestoration.co.uk

malcolm.morrisen@btinternet.com

T R E E T O P S  WELLBEING & CREATIV ITY   

YOGA & MEDITATION -  ART CLASSES  

COOKERY CLASSES -  CRAFTS  

Contac t  Emi ly  on  01635  44850 emi ly@treetops-newbury .co .uk  
Facebook -  T reetops  Newbury  

www. t reetops-newbury .co .uk  
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Twenty years ago our speaker, Jenny Carter, had a Speaker’s Audition 
with the WI, a graphics career, was a Cub’s Leader, and ran an allotment 
with her husband
Jenny took 48 of us on a ‘tour’ of Canada commencing in Toronto 
and Niagra Falls before concentrating on British Columbia and 
travelling north.
The dramatic scenery and flora were impressive, with glaciers and the cold being 
the focus of the journey up in Alaska. We had a glimpse of the Butchart Gardens in 
Victoria, on Vancouver Island, where a huge quarry had been transformed into the 
current gardens between 1906 and 1926. It takes 50 gardeners to keep the gardens 
in superb condition.
Jenny also showed us her skills in Quilting to depict the images experienced on her 
journeys.
Our next meeting is on Thursday 26 March, when we will explore ‘Undercover Work’ 
with John Negus.

Nick

Pure Clean
Window Cleaning
also frames, canopies, cladding, 
conservatories, guttering & soffits

Call Claire or Martin on 01635 523917 or 07958 207451
email kimble@techie.com

KEITH
LAWRENCE
KITCHEN BEDROOM & BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

Planning to Completion
Traditional & Contemporary
FREE QUOTATIONS 01488 608789

3 Ermin Street, Stockcross, Berkshire RG20 8LG

www.lawrenceinstallations.co.uk   01488 608789

 
 

Quality Plant Specialist
Spacious café serving delicious home-made food

Stunning range of plants, trees and shrubs
Pet foods and accessories 

Landscaping and design service
 

 

YEW TREE GARDEN CENTRE 
Ball Hill, Newbury, RG20 0NG - 01635 255250 
Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am-5.30pm, Sun: 10.30am-4.30pm 
www.yewtreegc.co.uk 
 

Woolton Hill Junior School
Hello readers. This is Erin and Thomas again.

On our first day back to school after Christmas, we celebrated 
our annual Safer Internet day which had the theme of 
“Exploring identity online”.
The assembly reminded us that we should speak to an adult if someone online has 
worried or upset us. We also cannot just use the excuse that “it’s my online identity 
talking not me.” Each class then completed researched to identify similarities and 
differences about what we do online.
Later that week we started our new geography topic. We learnt about different 
countries and sampled some of the food that originated in these countries. There 
was Swiss cheese, Italian salami, French croissant, English apples, Spanish olives and 
German sauerkraut (sour cabbage).
Our action-packed day continued with a different practical workshop where we 
learnt about different types of mountains, we did a volcano experiment (we got 
some tin foil, made it into a volcano shape, filled up with red icing and then took 
turns squeezing it so it erupted), a tectonic plate demonstration (we used a piece 
of chocolate rice crispy cake and pushed it together to demonstrate how tectonic 
plates rub together). Our favourite part was that we were allowed to eat the cake!
Our last week in February will be Arts Week. We will let you know how that goes in 
the next edition.

Woolton Hill & District

Gardeners’ Club
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RJ Lampard & Company Ltd
A family run business Est 1976

• Specialist Drainage & Ditching Works 
• Road Repairs and Road Construction
• Civil Engineering Works - Concreting etc
• Own fleet of plant and machinery
• Fully qualified and experienced operatives

For further information please call:- 
01635 253137 / 07768 201370 or email: rj@rjlampard.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Two spacious rooms, one double and one twin, with own bath/shower room in a

 private period house in Woolton Hill, 5 miles south of Newbury. No smoking.

Price: £55 per room per night
Contact: Mrs Bridget Wheeler: 01635 250729 or 07812 240210

East End

St Martin’s CE Primary School
Making a difference

For those of you who don’t know us, St Martin’s Primary School is a 
small school consisting of five classes located in the village of East 
End. As a church school, our Christian ethos, vision and school values of respect, 
friendship, courage and creativity underpin everything we do and we are constantly 
striving to make the world a better place. We wanted to share with you a few of our 
current initiatives, in the hope that you may be able to support us.

Bukuya School
St Martin’s School has a link to Bukuya School in Uganda, which was established 
in 2006 through the Whitchurch Deanery. In summer 2019, a school family visited 
Bukuya and found many of the buildings old and in need of repair. We shared photos 
from this visit in worship and it was clear we ALL wanted to help. We pledged to raise 
£1500 for a much needed new 4-hole latrine (a set of four squat toilets). The children 
started their fund raising on World Toilet Day, collected money at our St Martin’s 
Day and Christmas services, and set up a crowd funding page on the internet. This 
received amazing support and we’re delighted to have reached our £1500 target! 
However the children want to do more. They have just set their sights on another 
£1000 to pay for metal windows to protect the classrooms at Bukuya from termites.
More information is available on the crowd funding page:
https://donatemyschool.com/stmartinsbukuya2078

Terracycling
Terracycling is a growing initiative which involves recycling items traditionally not 
recyclable. After learning about it in school worship, the children were keen to get 
involved. Initially, we wanted to terracycle everything but, after taking advice, we 
decided to start small, with crisp packets – all crisp, popcorn and pretzel packets are 
eligible and they don’t need to be washed. There are now special bins in our school 
for crisp packets and this month we started collecting from local residents. We will 
be at the Woolton Hill Village Market on Saturday 28 March and would love to see 
you with any contributions!

Charity Point
Last year our School Council set up a Charity Collection Point. We’re currently 
collecting stamps, ink cartridges, milk bottle tops and foreign currency/old coins. 
This is already having a positive impact. For example, just before Christmas, we 
raised over £60 by recycling old ink cartridges. Great news for the Macmillan Cancer 
Research (the charity we donated them for) as well as for our environment! We 
would be very grateful for any donations and will be collecting them, along with 
crisp packets, at the Woolton Hill Village market.
We’re incredibly proud of the children at our school and the positive impact they are 
having on our world at a local, national and global level!
If you would like to find out more about our school, get involved with any of these 
projects or would be interested in helping and supporting our school in any way, 
please get in contact with the School Office. We would be delighted to welcome you 
into school!

Children from St Martin’s School collecting items for the local community.’
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MARIO’S
PLUMBING

25 years’ experience

• gas/oil boiler servicing 
and replacements

• power flushing

• central heating and 
general plumbing

GAS-SAFE registered

Telephone Mario
07967123819

Barking Boutique 
Professional Dog Grooming 

 

 

Patient and Caring Service for 
all Breeds 

 
Clipping, Hand Stripping, 
Scissoring, De-matting, 
Bathing, Nail & Ear Care 

 
Alison Sutton 07706695773  
barkingboutique@yahoo.co.uk 

Windfield House, Byeways, Highclere, 
Newbury, Berkshire RG20 9PA 

 

 

   

     

 

Heritage Restorations
Kate Russell

Specialist Antique & 
Contemporary Furniture 

Restorer

West Dean College trained
(Conservation & Restoration 
Global Centre of Excellence)

0796 8357 788
mrskaterussell@gmail.com

References available on request

St Thomas’ Church

30th Annual Trivial Pursuits Championship
Since 1990, the first weekend in February 
has seen Woolton Hill Church Hall host 
the St Thomas’ Church Trivial Pursuits 
Championship.
The evening started with a celebratory 
drink for the 30 years of continued fun 
and fellowship. Seventy two players 
turned up to play and everyone 
was taken in hand by our very able 
Quizmaster, Rob Small, who in addition 
to running the evening had also created 
the questions.
Once again the Mad Hatters, who 
have been a team playing from the 
very beginning, walked away with the 
treasured trophy after a very close 
competition–the top five teams were 
only a couple of points apart!
Margaret and Brian Burgham started the 
Quiz back in 1990 when there was very 
little entertainment in the village. As 
we all know, it has been a great success 
on every occasion, sometimes with 
people battling against adverse weather 
conditions, especially the nine inches of 
snow last year!

It has given entertainment over the years to hundreds of people from many different 
areas of the community and beyond, and has raised thousands of pounds for the 
ongoing maintenance of our beautiful church.
The Quiz will now continue ‘under new management’ in the very capable hands of 
Jayne and Ian Roch, together with Rob Small, the invaluable Question Master.
The next night will be held on 6 February 2021.
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Light & Day Electrics

Part-P & 17th Edition qualified

New installations

New circuits

Rewire

Consumer unit replacement

Extend Circuits

Lighting

Garages

Outside Buildings

Smoke alarms

Fault Finding

For all your electrical needs & Free estimate

 Phone Jeremy

01635 278 485

07885 985 275

Newbury Smile Studio 
Dental Practice

Telephone 01635 47757 or visit
www.newburydentist.co.uk
or email info@newburydentist.co.uk

“General private dentistry  
with extra special care for 
nervous people”

SMILE
StudIo

Newbury

TUITION IN FRENCH AND GERMAN
Would you like to brush up your language skills? Would you like to 

learn a new language from scratch? Does your child need that extra 
edge at GCSE or A level?

I offer one to one tuition in the relaxed surroundings of my own home 
with flexible tutoring focusing entirely on your needs. I am a former 
Head of Department and examiner for The University of Cambridge 

Examination Board.
Recommendations available.

Contact Carolyn Wood on 01635-254140 or 07799 586263.
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INTERIOR DESIGN

RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS
From a single room to a whole house 
our new service aims to create with 

you an interior that you love to be in.
Including interior design, soft 

furnishings, spacial planning, home 
staging and fabric sourcing.

07799 820 582
yarnott@talk21.com

29 Lawrence Mead, Kintbury RG17 9XT

For

Monday - Hone ’N Tone 
Gentle Aerobics for the Less Frantic!  
(suits any age)  
At 6.45 - 7.30pm - Just £4.50

Monday - Simple Circuit 
Suitable for all levels 
At 7.45 -8.45pm - Just £5.00

Tuesday - Beginners Step 
Learn the easy way to step.  
Tone up the muscles while having fun 
At 7.30 - 8.30pm - Just £5.00 

Thursday - Tums, Bums and Thighs 
‘Get rid of the enemy’ 
At 7.30 - 8.30pm - Just £5.00

All classes held at Burghclere Village Hall
Fully qualified instructor - Sally
Contact on 01635 278680

Shape up your week 
and keep fit!

Building & Construction

Loft Conversions

Extensions

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Refurbishments

Patios

Double glazing

Small selection of building work we undertake

For all your building projects and free estimate

Call Jeremy

01635 278 485

07885 985 275

www.watermill-sounds.co.uk

New councillors
Good news, it’s now almost certain we’ll 
be able to co-opt 2 new councillors 
to the EWPC and they should be 
fully installed by the time of the next 
Spectrum issue. This will bring us to a full 
complement of councillors for the first 
time for some years. Full details of the 
new councillors to come next month.

Trade Street improvements
More good news (hopefully) is that 
after years of badgering Hampshire 
County Council to develop a long term 
solution to the awful road condition of 
Trade Street near the surgery, they’ve 
now started a project to find a durable 
solution. To steal a Churchill quote: "This 
is not the beginning of the end but 
maybe the end of the beginning".

Prune a path
Spring is now on the horizon and 
new growth of vegetation will be 
appearing everywhere. This does mean 
footpaths and pavements may start 
to have growth impeding free access. 
We’d like to suggest that footpath 
users carry secateurs with them and 
trim back anything growing into the 

pathway. We’re 
not suggesting 
major trimming 
just a little here and 
there. Brambles are 
very fast growing 
and quite unpleasant.

Road safety
Following on from last month's item 
a number of people have observed 
motorists often pass cyclists by very 
closely. Our roads are narrow and not in 
the best of repair so it’s to be expected 
cyclists will not always be able to be 
close to the road edge. Therefore, it’s 
safer to give them a wide berth on the 
road. It may slow your journey, but it’ll 
be a lot less than all the paperwork if you 
run one down!

St Thomas’ Handbell Ringers
Let the bells ring out! Well the handbells 
anyway. The PC has approved a request 
for funds to purchase additional bells for 
the St Thomas' Handbell Ringers who 
do much charitable work. Perhaps we’ll 
get a performance at the annual parish 
meeting this year!

Phil.

East Woodhay East Woodhay Parish CouncilParish Council
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01635 282992 Daytime or
emergency: 07970 072629

Antique Silver & Gold 
Bought, sold & valued

Edward Reis Silverware,
Ball Hill.

Tel. 01635 250505
e.reis@tiscali.co.uk

Thyme 
The food  you would have cooked

 � Can I help you fill your fridge or freezer?

 � Freshly made, nutritious food for busy 
people.

 � Menu of main dishes and puddings to suit 
an informal supper with family or friends.

 � Menus also available for dinner parties, 
family or special celebrations.

 � All dishes made to order and delivered 
locally.

Rhona Everard
Mob: 077969 46664
Email: thymehomecook@gmail.com
Web: www.facebook.com/thymehomecook

Airport Transfers

Professional service in luxury cars to 
anywhere in the UK for Business & Pleasure.

• Meet & Greet in the terminal, no waiting for 
shuttle buses

• Flights monitored, so we are always on time
• Door to Door service, leave your own car at 

home
• Help with luggage
• Affordable prices 
• All cards accepted (charges apply)

‘Don’t drive home tired, let us drive you in 
comfort and style’

Email: glntransfers@gmail.com

www.gln-transfers.co.uk 
Tel: 07747 800707 or 01488 648719

VG Furnishings. The Curtain Specialists.

01635 867804 • www.curtainspecialists.co.uk
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Upholstery by Suzanne
City & Guilds Quali� ed

Bespoke upholstery and 
soft furnishings specialist

Please feel free to discuss your needs. Courses and 
one to one instruction available, details on the website.

01635 522282        07979 304044
www.upholsterybysuzanne.co.uk

CARS
VANS
MINIBUSES
TRUCKS 

01635 552200

SmarthireVehicleRental.co.uk

Third Street, Greenham Business Park,
 Newbury RG19 6HW

www.facebook.com/alfrescomarquees 

Alfresco Marquee Hire    

•  Stunning & versatile cover for 
all occasions.   

• Lighting, Matting, Heaters, Dance-
floor & Pallet Bar available to 
complement 

Garden Parties, Wedding, Christenings, Fetes, BBQs, Corporate Events 
Phone: 07470 484816  Web: www.alfrescomarqueehire.co.uk   Email: info@alfrescomarqueehire.co.uk 

• Suitable for events from20—200+ 
people 

• Alfresco also offer a Hog Roast  - 
including Baps, Apple Sauce, Stuffing 
& Chef to carve 

Home and Property Maintenance and Repairs
• Internal and External decorating 
• Kitchen and Bathroom fitting and tiling
• General building work
• Fencing, decking and patios
• No job too small

Local professional family run business 

Call for free quotation on 07812 135045 or email: highclerehandyman@gmail.com

Because everyone’s 
home is their castle

Your local renewable energy specialist

Is your Air Source Heat Pump due a service?

We repair and service Mitsubishi Ecodan 
Heat Pumps, as well as solar PV systems and 
Thermaflow boilers.

Contact Paul Gibbons on 07791 364408 or 
visit www.greenwiresolar.co.uk

Greenwire Solar, October Co�age, Broadlayings, Woolton Hill, Newbury RG20 9TT

All types of wooden fencing and gates.
Supply and installation or supply and delivery.

Trellis           Post & Rail          Continental
Traditional           Picket          Closeboard
Wooden and Concrete Posts and Gravel Boards

Call or email for
a free quotation

Telephone: 01635 254214   mail: mel@berkshirefencing.com 
web:berkshirefencing.com
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 JUMBLE SALE
HIGHCLERE VILLAGE HALL

SATURDAY 7th MARCH 2020  2.00 p.m.
IN AID OF HIGHCLERE CHURCH

(offers of help greatly appreciated)
Items for sale to the hall on the morning of the sale or please ring numbers 

below for collec�on:
Telephone: Molly 253264, Mo 250770, Mary 254264 

St Francis de Sales
Roman Catholic Church, 

Wash Common
Parish Priest: Fr Zbigniew Budyn. 

Masses: Saturday 6pm Sunday 11am
Warren Lodge, Warren Road,  Newbury RG14 6NH Tel. 01635 40332

East Woodhay

Twinning Association
The EWTA held its Annual General Meeting on 15 January 
in Woolton Hill Church Hall and we were delighted to 
welcome several members who joined us.

Perhaps our biggest news was 
that Moyra Harkness, who has been our Secretary for many 
years, had decided to step down. Moyra has been the 
stalwart of the Association for more than 20 years. She’s been 
instrumental in helping organise the visits to Normandy and 
the return trips here, writing numerous articles for Spectrum, 
helping organise Quiz nights, summer and Christmas parties, 
and much more. She will be a very hard act to follow! We are 
very indebted for all the work Moyra has contributed to the 
EWTA; she will be sorely missed.
This meant a few changes to the Committee. Genie Stapleton 
very kindly agreed to continue standing as Chairman, Alan 
Stapleton as Treasurer, and Helen Allen agreed to take on 
the role of Secretary. Peter Stanley remains our Membership 
Secretary, and we continue to be supported by Mike Jenkins 
and Ian Hancock. As a result of Moyra’s departure, we do 

have one space on the Committee, so if anyone feels like joining us, you would be 
more than welcome.
Our Christmas party was a great success and enjoyed by most of our members. We 
had a wonderful selection of food and a few quizzes to keep everyone amused.
Our next Twinning visit will be at the beginning of May, so we’re very much looking 
forward to meeting up with our wonderful French hosts in the villages of Anisy, 
Colomby-Anguerny and Villons les Buissons.
The EWTA Quiz night takes place on Saturday 7 March at Woolton Hill Church Hall, 
from 7.30pm, and includes a hot supper. Each table should have six participants, so if 
you’re interested in taking part, let me know and I’ll send you the necessary details. 
We will also be organising a spring walk. More details about this in due course.
If you’re interested in joining us or wish to find out more about the Twinning 
Association, do not hesitate to contact me or any of the Committee.

Helen Allen, tel 250776

Our new community website www.wooltonhill.com is now live! 
Please go and take a look.
The new site is now managed by East Woodhay Society, with 
myself and John Angle as administrators. We would like to 
thank Helen Carlile for all her work over the years on the 
previous website as we know it has been a source of great information to many.
There is a community section, information about clubs, societies and facilities, the 
diary of events, a ‘how to’ area with associated links, and all sorts of details about our 
local area.
If you see anything that’s wrong please let me know and we’ll make sure this is 
addressed. Also if you think anything is missing or you have an idea for the website 
we’ll be happy to made additions.

Mark  

East Woodhay Society
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Winchester Go LD                                   
Arts & Crafts Garden Fair  
Thursday 7th May 2020 from 10am to 4pm                                                     
Upper Farm, Down Farm Lane, Headbourne Worthy SO23 7LA 

Entrance £5    Parking available on site 

Hillier Gardening expert Bob McQueen, experienced with over 30 gold award 
winning Chelsea Flower Shows, answering all your gardening queries 

Creative Flora expert florist Louise Bradshaw offering two seasonal flower 
workshop demonstrations at 11am and 2pm 

Workshop tickets at £20 available in advance, numbers are limited. Tickets 
include one workshop, entrance and lunch in the Go LD Café Marquee. 
Contact Ros Francis on 07868 132250 or ros.francis@hotmail.co.uk  

Stalls for 2020 include plants, garden products, local crafts, homeware, 
produce and gifts  

                                      

... the piano specialists
Large selection of:

upright pianos | grand pianos

new | used | restored

Grotrian-Steinweg specialist ■

Official Bluthner piano centre ■

Kawai piano selection centre ■

sales | tuning
| transportation | restoration

01256 477198
www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk

PianoPerform...

Practice... Play...

01635 254 771

P J Cole Plastering
& Brickwork

 9 Qualified and reliable local 
bricklayer and plasterer

 9 All types of plastering, floor 
screeds, artexing/plastering 
over artexed ceilings, coving, 
tiling, garden walls, patios and 
extensions undertaken

 9 Fully insured
 9 No job too small
 9 References available
 9 Quotations available upon 
request

Please contact 07771 865621 
 or 01635 253300 for further 

information

Woolton Hill Surgery
Woolton Hill Surgery joins West Berkshire Rural Primary Care Network

Surgeries in West Berkshire are teaming up to share ideas and cooperate with 
each other to improve patient care. Each group is called a Primary Care Network 
(PCN). Woolton Hill’s Surgery is part of the West Berkshire Rural PCN. Here’s a bit 
more information:

Why do we need it?
PCNs are part of a nationwide scheme aimed at bringing health and social 
care closer to people’s homes and tailoring the services to meet the needs of 
local people.

How will it affect me as a patient?
Your surgery, the Doctors and Nurses and the appointments available will 
not change.
Behind the scenes the surgeries will be sharing ideas and looking at how services 
can be improved and expanded.

What are the benefits to my surgery?
Joining a PCN brings new funding to the participating surgeries. This enables the 
expansion of qualified staff and training to provide the additional services.
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Mother’s Day Celebrations In The Village
Mother’s Day is on Sunday 22 March. To show support for groups and businesses in 
our villages, Spectrum has compiled a roundup of events and gifts to give you a few 
ideas for treating mothers, grandmothers and wives this year.
FREE Treat Afternoon, Saturday 21 March, St Thomas’ Church

Calling all Mums! St Thomas’ Church 
invites you to a ‘treat afternoon’ on 
Saturday 21 March at 3pm in the Church 
Hall. Children are welcome and we will 
entertain them for you with activities 
whilst you have space to enjoy a relaxing 
time with tea and cake! We would 
love to welcome you to recognise and 
celebrate all you do as Mums (and 
Grandmas!) Spaces are limited and 
booking by 13 March is essential.
This is a free event. To make a booking 
please email stthomassundayclub@
gmail.com, send us a message on 
Facebook @stthomassundayclub, or 
call Lucy on 07979 292289 or Jenny on 
07843238796.

Holistic Therapy Treatments for Mums, Waves of Life, Woolton Hill
Jacqui Valentine, who lives in Woolton Hill, founded Waves of Life a holistic therapy 
business that offers treatments including Reflexology, Indian Head Massage, 
Meditiation and holistic facials. Jacqui is also a hypnotherapist. Treatments take 
place in Woolton Hill. You can book sessions for mums and grandmothers or 
purchase gift vouchers for a relaxing Mother’s Day gift.
Visit www.wavesoflife.co.uk and www.valentinehypnotherapy.co.uk for more 
information.

French Style Baskets from Le Papillon Vert, Woolton Hill
Rebecca Cooke, who also lives in Woolton Hill, founded Le Papillon Vert in 2011 
with a view to offer a more sustainable and stylish alternative to plastic bags. 

Rebecca’s business has moved from her spare 
room to a warehouse in Lambourn where she now 
supplies wholesale to shops, PR agencies for product 
launches, as well as retailing from her website. 
Rebecca designs the baskets and works with artisans 
in Morocco to hand weave and embellish them. One 
of Le Papillon Vert’s French Style Baskets would make 
a very desirable gift for Mother’s Day!
You can purchase the baskets at www.
lepapillonvert.co.uk 

Beauty Therapy gifts and vouchers from The Outhouse, Ball Hill

Nicole Hearn founded The Outhouse a 
relaxing beauty therapy experience in Ball 
Hill. Nicole offers many treatments every 
Mum or Grandmother could ever want, 
including manicures, pedicures, massages, 
facials and eye lash tints and lifts. You can 
book appointments for a Mother’s Day treat 
or purchase gift vouchers.
Visit The Outhouse’s Facebook Page to book 
@TheOuthouseBeauty

Restorative Meditation classes by Mindful Medicine, Woolton Hill Church Hall

Gillian Ward founded Mindful Medicine where she runs wellbeing classes and 
1-2-1 treatment sessions to help people relax, relieve stress and promote overall 
wellbeing. Gillian runs a Restorative Meditation class once a month at Woolton 
Hill Church Hall. The class as a Mother’s Day gift would no doubt make many busy 
mothers and grandmothers very happy! Gillian offers gift vouchers too.
Visit www.mindful-medicine.co.uk or email gillian@mindful-medicine.co.uk to book 
onto the class or organise a gift voucher.

East Woodhay Twinning Association

QUIZ EVENING  
Saturday 7th March 2020 7.30 pm
Woolton Hill Church Hall

Teams of up to 6 
               Tickets £12.50 pp

 to include hot supper and dessert
 Please bring own drinks but Crockery etc will be provided

Contact: Alan Stapleton 01635 253485 
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NNoorrtthh  WWeesstt  
HHaammppsshhiirree  
BBeenneeffiiccee  

Ashmansworth 
Crux Easton 

East Woodhay 

Highclere                                                                                                                          
Woolton Hill 

 

Please join us to #LiveLent… 
…and explore a Christian perspective on environmental concerns 

This Lent our churches are using the Church of England #LiveLent resources 
– you can subscribe directly to these at www.churchofengland.org/livelent. 

Archbishops, Justin Welby and John Sentamu, have launched #LiveLent saying: 
‘This Lent, we hope both adults and children might engage in God’s plea for us to 
“Care for Creation”. It is an opportunity for us to rebuild our relationship with our 
planet, and in turn with the God who is Lord of everything. During this time, we hope 
you might engage in prayer, learn more about the remarkable world we have been 
given and build habits that last beyond the season to protect and honour the earth.’    

There is opportunity to join with others at a weekly Lent lunch or Evening 
Prayer. These include a short talk on the #LiveLent themes, discussion and 
actions we can take to increase our Care for God’s Creation. 
 

 

#LiveLent  
weekly themes 

 

1. Light & Energy 
2. Water 

3. Land & Plants 
4. Stars & Seasons 

5. Creatures of Sea & Sky 

Lent Lunch 
& Reflection 

Evening Prayer  
& Reflection 

Mondays Tuesdays 
 

2nd March 
9th March 

16th March 
23rd March 
30th March 

 

3rd March 
10th March 
17th March 
24th March 
31st March 

Time: 12.30-1.30pm Time: 8.00-9.00pm 
Venue: Dunlop Room 

St Michael & All Angels’, 
Highclere 

Venue: St Thomas’ 
Woolton Hill 

All are welcome. It will help planning to know if you intend to join in, so do 
please contact Mike Sarson (contact below). There is also a blog with local 
updates and links to online resources. You can subscribe to this by e-mailing 
Mike using the heading #LiveLent. 

Contact: Mike Sarson 07913 943504  e-mail: mike.sarson@hotmail.co.uk 
 

the MOVIES with:

          STARRING HUGH JACKMAN AS BARNUM
A 2017 musical telling the story of a visionary who rose from nothing  

to create a spectacle that became a worldwide sensation

Friday
17th April

East Woodhay Village Hall
Doors open at 7.00pm. Supper served at 7.30pm  

Film starts at 8.30pm  
(run time: 105mins)

Tickets - £15.00 to include supper   
(Bring your own bottle)

For tickets ring: 01635 254276 
All proceeds to St Martin’s Church, East Woodhay

A NIGHT AT 

The Greatest Showman 
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NORTH WEST HAMPSHIRE BENEFICE
Ashmansworth + Crux Easton + East Woodhay + Highclere + Woolton Hill

                 making Christ known in our communities

Church Services MARCH into APRIL 2020

SUN 1st

Lent 1
All Together
Matins
Parish Communion
Evensong

Woolton Hill
Highclere
East Woodhay
Ashmansworth

9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

SUN 8th

Lent 2
Holy Communion  
Parish Communion – with

Sunday Club
Matins
Holy Communion

East Woodhay 
Woolton Hill               

Highclere
Ashmansworth

8.00am
9.30am

11.00am
11.00am

SUN 15th

Lent 3
Morning Worship
Family Service
Family Communion with Baptism
Evensong 

Woolton Hill
East Woodhay
Highclere
Crux Easton

9.30am
9.30am

11.00am 
5.00pm

SUN 22nd

Mothering 
Sunday

Holy Communion 
Family Communion
Mothering Sunday Service
Mothering Sunday Service
Mothering Sunday Service

Highclere
Woolton Hill
Highclere
East Woodhay
Ashmansworth

8.00am
9.30am

11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

SUN 29th

Lent 5
Benefice Communion Ashmansworth 10.00am

Sun 5th

April
Palm 
Sunday

Blessing of Palms
Blessing of Palms
Blessing of Palms
Blessing of Palms
…the procession gathers
              at St Martin’s School
…to proceed to St Martin’s 
Church for the Triumphant…

…entry to Jerusalem

Woolton Hill
Highclere
Ashmansworth
Crux Easton

East End

East Woodhay

9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am

10.15am

11.00am

WED  4th, 11th, 18th, 25th     10.00am Holy Communion       Woolton Hill     

Rector:  Revd Canon Christine Dale  (Rest day: Friday)
The Rectory, The Mount, Woolton Hill, Newbury  RG20 9QZ   253323

Associate Priest: Revd Canon Marvin Bamforth   254718
Readers:  Mary Herbert 255700, Horace Mitchell 254677, Mike Sarson 07913 943504

Reader Emeritus: Rosemary Cahill 253306 Lay preacher: Angela Myers 254559 

 

Dear friends,

I am, by nature, a hopeful and optimistic person but when Sir David Attenborough 
says that we are soon to reach crisis point with regard to global warming and its 
serious impact on humanity, then I become concerned.
Earth’s climate has warmed and cooled throughout history but in the last 
250 years we have developed such a globally sophisticated way of life that 
climatologists agree the impact of burning fossil fuels; uncontrolled tree-felling; 
rising temperatures leading to polar ice and glacial melting causing rising sea 
levels; population growth; changes in weather patterns causing problems for food 
production and water-stressed regions, is likely to be devastating.
The challenges are great but there are some hopeful signs – not least in the 
awareness of young people to these issues. Someone once said – The present 
generation does not own the earth; we are stewards of creation and have a duty of 
care to pass it on to the next generation.
Several positive developments are taking place, for example in India cement 
producers (an industry which generates huge amounts of CO2) have developed a 
new method of production which vastly reduces CO2 emissions.
In Denmark a major company is moving into production of the next generation of 
wind-turbines which will lead to a growing percentage of green electricity.
Across the world botanists are working with local peoples to re-green areas which 
have seen trees cut down; and a commitment to plant one billion trees by 2025 has 
been agreed by governments.
Scientists in the USA are developing large-scale production of a new gas which will 
mean that the dangerous HFC gases used in fridges and air-conditioning units can 
be phased out.
Trades union officials are seeking ways of helping coal-mining communities and 
their governments of the need to phase out coal for energy production.
And locally on Saturday March 28 at Woolton Hill Village Market the local churches 
‘GO GREEN’ group has booked the Community Table to share ideas on how we can 
take this issue even more seriously – do come long.

Canon Marvin
Associate Priest

North West Hampshire Benefice

From the Church Registers: January 2020
Baptism: we ask God’s blessing on the life of....

26th January  Ava Winnie Margaret Brown  Highclere

Funeral: may they rest in peace
6th January  Helen Elaine Millard  East Woodhay

Burial: may she rest in peace
3rd January  Mary Craig   Woolton Hill churchyard
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Arthur A Beaver Ltd
ESTABLISHED 1909

Building Contractors
Heating and Sanitary Engineers

INSTALLATIONS

REPAIRS

MAINTENANCE

SYSTEM UPDATES

BOILER CHANGES

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

& MATERIALS

ALL ASSOCIATED 

BUILDING 

WORK UNDERTAKEN 

INCLUDING 

ELECTRICAL WORK
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES & COMPETITIVE PRICES

Tel 01635 253240

 Joinery

 Built-in storage

 Doors and windows

 First and second fix

 Rotten wood

 Refurbishments

Free estimates, competitive prices – 
call Andrew 07979 455903

JO MEACHAM
GUITAR TUITION

RECORDING STUDIO
www.jomeacham.com

jomeacham@me.com    07899 907447

We can help you meet all your pet and equine healthcare needs, with professional and caring staff 
who can treat your animal at a time that suits you. Out vets offer an emergency service giving you 
24 hour reassurance.

OUR SURGERIES:
Burlyns Surgery, Burlyns,  
East Woodhay, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG20 0NU.
Foxhold House Surgery, 
Crookham Common, 
Thatcham,  
Berkshire, RG19 8EL

24 hour phoneline: 01635 254544  www.coachhousevets.com

the garden carpenter
decks, fences, gates and sheds

uncompromising quality
for a free estimate contact Duncan Graham
www.thegardencarpenter.com   01635 552301

Catering for all occasions
m Business and conference buffets
m Private parties, social functions
m Wedding receptions, etc.

For further information and menus  
email: ginny@sykick.com
Telephone: 01635 253816

Food  
for  Thought

Ginny Baldwin 01635 552332
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louise benson    mobile hairdresser
01635 38041 ANY TIME

quality hairdressing with a personal service

Personal Computers
new - repairs - upgrades - data recovery - no job too small

phone John on 01635 254102

Tim Escudiar 
Woolton Hill Resident, Tim Escudiar, 
Is Running London Marathon 2020 
Despite Losing His Eye-Sight!

Tim Escudiar, who lives in Woolton Hill, lost 
the central vision in his right eye in 1997. 
Seven years later, Tim also started to lose sight 
in his left ‘good’ eye which forced him into 
retirement from full-time work.
Tim suffers from Macular Degeneration which 
is the deterioration of the macula–the part of 
the eye that’s responsible for our central vision. 
Losing the ability to use your macula largely 
affects everyday situations such as reading, 
driving, walking, and even identifying faces.
Non-runner, Tim, took on the challenge to run the Paris Marathon in 2016 with 
RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind People) to raise awareness of Macular 
Degeneration. Despite Tim completing the marathon he was left with injuries 
preventing him from running that distance for a long time after.
The year 2020 has been named the year of ‘vision’. Tim also turns 65 this year. He felt 
the two occasions combined together were enough to encourage him to get his 
running shoes on again and enter the London Marathon 2020.
Tim has entered with the RNIB team again in the hope to raise awareness and money 
for the charity, which has supported him with his own eyesight condition.
Tim said: “RNIB do great work supporting people with vision loss. Raising money for 
the charity this year seemed the perfect symmetry for my own personal challenges 
with my sight, the year 2020, and my age!
“My legs are very slowly getting stronger as I run around our beautiful Woolton Hill 
countryside. I’d hugely appreciate your support and encouragement as I navigate 
my training schedule through our British winter!”
You can support Tim via his Just Giving page: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
tim-escudier

We wish you all the best Tim!

New Year’s Honours List
Our first meeting of 2020 was ‘Who 
would be on our honours list’.
As usual we were not short of views and 
our discussions strayed into whether we 
thought the current honours system was 
fit for purpose. The overwhelming view 
was that honours should not be given 
for professional sporting achievements, 
celebrity status, for paid work or to 
politicians. Instead the emphasis should 
be on exceptional local voluntary and 
charitable work.
Having put the ‘system to rights’, the 
people who we would nominate for an 
honour included inspirational guide 
leaders, outstanding foster carers, 
Gareth Malone for his work with young 
people (honour already received in 
2012), a childminder and carer, Chris 
Evans for his charitable work, Mary Berry 
for high quality cooking and her books 
and James Bond!
People who are working hard to combat 
climate change were also mentioned for 
honours. Looking back in history Emily 
Pankhurst and the founding members 
of the Royal Society were also thought 
to be worthy of an honour. Finally, one 
local group, The Neighbourhood Care 
team who never fail to turn out to ensure 
that patients can make their medical 
appointments.
We concluded the evening agreeing that 
the current honours system needs to be 

overhauled and 
updated for the 21st century.

What the Papers Say
'What the Papers Say' or NEWS (Notable 
Events Weather Sport) or the plural of 
the adjective ‘new’.
Attendees searched for something 
amusing or uplifting. We managed to 
avoid BREXIT and only one mention of 
MEXIT! Many of us chose the story of the 
stray horse loose on the A48 in Cardiff. 
The horse was captured and calmed 
but the problem was how to get it to 
safety. Along came a local bus and with 
the aid of ramps for wheelchair access, 
the horse got on board. The horse was 
delivered to the 'Park and Ride' where he 
was collected by his grateful owners!
The topics were incredibly disparate 
ranging from major world problems, 
such as climate change and 
demographics, to topics closer to 
home. These included: Cat grooming/
seduction, Smart Motorways, Problems 
of Celebrities living near footpaths, 
Campaign for a memorial to Joseph 
Merrick (Elephant Man), The Power of 
the Internet to raise awareness of the 
need for people to register as blood 
cancer donors, and the story of the 
Petersfield Bookshop saved by Twitter.

SW & DY

National Women’s Register
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W o o l t o n  H i l l

P o s t  O f f i c e

a n d  S t o r e s

Post office, Newsagent, National Lottery
Off-Licence & General Stores

Post Office Open:
Monday to Friday 9am-5.30pm

Saturday 9am-12.30pm
We also hold Euros and Dollars

We also deliver newspapers in 
surrounding 4 miles.

Woolton Hill Post Office & Stores
Broadlayings

Woolton Hill RG20 9TR
01635 253463

Silver Birch Beauty
Make yourself beautiful

Pamper yourself with our comprehensive range of beauty treatments, 
with our fully qualified beauty therapist, in a lovely and relaxing 
treatment room in Highclere, offering 
complete peace, privacy and tranquillity.

Contact us: 07768 541 816
jo@silverbirchbeauty.co.uk
www.silverbirchbeauty.co.uk

Letter to the Editor
Following on from a previous letter about Climate Change in Spectrum’s November 
2019 issue, ‘Daisy the Cow’ an East Woodhay resident has written a response.
Chewing the cud–thoughts from Daisy…

“As a dairy cow, I feel much maligned by misconceptions concerning my 
contributions to climate change. Plants and trees are nature’s way of dealing with 
carbon emissions but this process produces cellulose, a carbohydrate humans are 
unable Wto digest. However, I love to eat it and I convert it into milk and beef, which 
you enjoy as part of your balanced diet.
I do apologise for the methane I produce but, have your scientists told you that this 
breaks down naturally and is reabsorbed by plants, thus completing a natural cycle?
Because of better breeding, I produce more milk and meat than my grandparents 
did, so fewer cows are needed, hence our carbon footprint has actually decreased.
I do wish you humans would acknowledge that 80% of greenhouse gasses come 
from fossil fuel consuming industries, which include factories producing processed 
soya, almond and other somewhat artificial drinks masquerading as milk!”

Yours, Daisy.
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Landscaping~Tree Surgery~Garden Maintenance

• Hedge cutting
• Tree work
• Grass cutting
• Garden maintenance
• Fencing
• Fully insured

for a free quotation call 07770993817
MownAndGrownNewbury@Gmail.Com ~ Visit our wesite: MownAndGrown.Net

Martin C. Mackrill
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATORS

LINCRUSTA SPECIALIST

Mobile: 07836 228317

email: martincmackrill.deco@gmail.com

as seen on I.T.V`s “London’s Burning” as seen in Homes and Gardens 2016

www.libertygardenbuildings.com

Liberty Garden Buildings

Yew Tree Garden Centre, 
Ball Hill, Newbury RG20 ONG

01635 255533

GREENHOUSES
HOME OFFICES

GARDEN ROOMS
ROTATING PODS

SUMMERHOUSES
GARDEN SHEDS

Our first talk of the New Year was by Dr Hugh Pihlens where we 
heard about his family’s Latvian history. It proved to be fascinating 
and superbly presented.
At the start of the 20th century Dr Pihlens’ grandfather, James, was 
interested in politics and freeing Latvia from Czarist Russian control. He was called 
up for military service but failed the medical as ‘completely unfit for service’ (even 
though he lived to 82!)
James joined the Free Latvian Society and was watched by the secret police who 
sent a search party to the family farm in Barta. James escaped on horseback to the 
nearest port.
When he got to Liepaja, he smuggled himself in the anchor chain locker of a ship 
and got to Hamburg, Newcastle on Tyne and eventually, London. Here James 
worked in a furniture ‘sweat shop’ in the West India Docks (now Canary Wharf). He 
was on the verge of returning to Latvia, however he was advised to travel further 
afield and went to the West Country where he got talking to Rev. Benson.
Rev Benson arranged for James to go and work for his brother. His interest in cars 
lead to him looking after his employer’s cars and being his chauffeur. The wealthy 
Bensons owned several homes including Alton Towers House where James met his 
future wife, Carrie.
Mr Benson joined the army during the Great War, and James looked after his 
property plus a garage business. Later James managed to buy some land and a 
bungalow where he set up his own garage plus tobacconist, tea shop and bed and 
breakfast. He secured a deal with Austin cars and Sir Herbert Austin came in person 
to sign the contract to sell six cars a year!
Whilst James was establishing himself, Latvia had gained independence and some 
of his ex-colleagues were now in power, including the Prime Minister. James’ brother 
sent a letter by ship to Gloucester. He was encouraged to return and be a part of 
the Government, but he was now running five garages in Cheltenham and had two 
children! His daughter tragically got bone cancer and died five days before her 24th 
birthday. Her mother, Carrie, couldn’t bear parting from her family and contact was 
stopped with Latvia, which was soon to be back in Russian hands following WW2.
Contact was not re-established with Latvia until Dr Pihlens’ father had a letter from a 
cousin in 1989. Communication was difficult as the Russians censored all letters and 
both the cousins died in the 1990s. However, Dr Pihlens’ father had written a booklet 
“Our Baltic Story” in 1985 and it was this that lead to him doing more research.
Since then there have been visits to Latvia by the present family. There was a story 
that James’ father, Peter, had been a noted folk singer. This love of singing right 
across all three Baltic States lead to ‘The Singing Revolution’ (1989-1991) where 
people came together to sing and show they would not be trodden down by the 
Russians. Every five years they still hold a festival to celebrate their independence. 
We ended the evening by watching a video of this moving concert.
Our next meeting will be on Monday 16 March at 8pm in the Village Hall, Heath End. 
Mike Robinson will give a talk on ‘The History of Farming’. All are welcome.

East Woodhay

Local History Society EW
LHS
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Redlands Property Services Ltd
Specialist in All Aspects of Oil Fired Heating and Plumbing

New Boiler Installations, Servicing, Breakdowns, Oil Tank Replacements 
Under� oor Heating, Mains Pressure Hot Water Cylinders Installations

All Work Guaranteed/Free Quotes
Please call : James Mead

OFTEC Registered Company C8170
Tel 01189 810 310 / 01635 282 172 Mob 07795 063 067
www.rpsllp.co.uk     email boilersupport@rpsllp.co.uk

BALL HILL GARAGE
(Established 1929)

MOT, Servicing, Repairs, Air Con, Servicing, Engine Diagnostics, Batteries,
Exhausts, Welding, Tyres & Wheel Alignment.

Horse box and horse trailer service & repair
courtesy cars available, automatic and manual

free collection and delivery service

Tel 01635 253282
please check website for further details

www.BallHillGarage.co.uk
enquiries@ballhillgarage.co.uk

MOT
Cars & 
Light 
Vans

•  Nail cutting & filing   •  Fungal or thickened nails     •  Ingrown nails
•  Painful corns removed    •  Cracked & dry heels    •  Verrucae  •  Athletes foot

•  Callus reduction    •  Diabetic care    •  Plantar faciitis & heel pain

Call or text 0790 1822 125

FOOT HEALTH CARE
by PAULA CARTER Dip CFHP, MPSPract

HOW CAN I HELP YOUR FEET?
I’m a fully qualified, accredited and insured foot 
health practitioner. General foot care and routine 
problems relieved quickly and painlessly in the 
comfort of your own home.

Woolton Hill Brownies Have Spaces!Woolton Hill Brownies Have Spaces!
Woolton Hill Brownies wants to invite girls aged between 
7 – 10 years old to come along and see what the group 
gets up to.

Brownies introduces girls to a world of new opportunities, 
challenges and fun. In a safe, welcoming space girls can try 
new things to build their confidence, help other people and 
develop their passions and talents. All while having fun with 
a group of ready-made friends!

Each term the Brownies plan a range of fun activities 
such as craft work, fundraising, orienteering, local visits, team work and games. As 
well as working towards getting badges in the group meetings, girls can choose 
from a range of Interest Badges to do independently for areas they’d like to know 
more about.

Woolton Hill Brownies meet at Woolton Hill Church 
Hall every Monday from 4.00-5.30pm (during school 
term times).

If you’re daughter or granddaughter is interested and 
would like to find out more about the Brownies please 
contact the group by emailing 2whbrownies@gmail.
com or registering your interest on the Girl Guiding 
website www.girlguiding.org.uk

The Brownies are always looking for adult volunteers 
too, so if you’re interested in becoming a helper contact 
using the email address above.

4140



206

Across
1.  Cat holding confused prisoner of war in 

mound of manure (6)
4.  Puce horse provides breakfast tableware (6)
9.  Greek letter found in estuary (5)
10.  Fifty turn to eat with extra layer (5)
11.  Glad to be extra quiet in the hay (5)
12.  With time short, five fleecy ones acted to 

achieve desired result (11)
15.  Boy licks spiral we hear (5)
17.  I join fat Scottish landowner (5)
18.  Native has no time for the 

unsophisticated (5)
19.  Sample treats (6)
20.  Pseudonym used on many occasions (6)

Down
1.  Indulge someone by cooking them an egg 

(6)
2.  Did Sid wall off flowers because they were 

feral? (13)
3.  Had a freshen up, but used much too much 

water (5)
5.  Fielding position in channel (5)
6.  I can tell son to find a pattern in the night 

sky (13)
7.  Picky person taped around pole (6)
8.  I spy that oil is spoiling guests’ reception 

(11)
13.  To live is to flower (6) 
14.  Extra wide stem attracted admiration (6)
15.  Prevaricate about boundary (5)
16.  None rise up to mark the spot where noble 

element is found (5)
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General DIY & Gardening ~ Wayne Murkett, Handyman
07796813580 ~ 01635 31016 ~ 07796950639

Handy4Jobs
• Painting Decorating & Tiling
• Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting
• All apects of Gardening & Fencing
• Window Cleaning, Facias & Guttering

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20

St Thomas’ Handbell Ringers 
Christmas Throwback: 

St Thomas’ Handbell Ringers Peform In John Lewis, Newbury
There was great excitement in Woolton Hill when St Thomas’ Handbell Ringers were 
invited by John Lewis and Partners to play seasonal music in their Newbury store as 
part of a programme of entertainment in the run-up to Christmas.
Seven ringers, complete with festive headgear and suitably adorned music stands, 
took their places in the atrium ready to perform their favourite carols, albeit in 
competition with a somewhat noisy air-conditioning system.
Being the Friday before Christmas the shop was busy and the customers very 
appreciative. Many, including a few with small children, stopped for a while to 
listen to several numbers. Some even applauded and enthusiastic comments were 
overheard. One little girl was delighted to be treated to an encore of Jingle Bells!
Many expressed their enjoyment by throwing donations into the tinselled bucket 
in aid of local homeless charity, Loose Ends. At the end of the hour the collection 
totalled £110–a very satisfying bonus for what had been a new and extremely 
rewarding experience for the team.
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Chartered Financial Advice
& Bespoke

Wealth Management Services
www.essential-wealth.co.uk

01488 669840
enquiries@essential-wealth.co.uk

Aardvark
PROFESSIONAL OVEN AND
CARPET CLEANING SERVICES

AARDVARKOVENCLEANING.COM
AARDVARKCARPET-CLEANING.COM

07783 810806

 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE   
CLEAN RELIABLE BRUSH AND VACUUM 
FULLY INSURED  MANY YEARS EXPERIENCE 

                                      
AGA’S                                                
RAYBURNS                           
JETMASTERS 
ALL OPEN FIRES 
WOODBURNERS 
NEST REMOVALS 
OIL FIRED BOILERS 
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

 
CALL DARREN 

01635 569195/07900398678 
  areasweep@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
           

the
Alexander
Technique
Relieve back & neck pain

Enhance health & well-being
Improve posture & stamina

for lessons and courses:

Judith Turner MSTAT
01635 253981
07771 896696

judeturner7@gmail.com
www.jt-alexandertechnique.co.uk

Calm, kind, accessible Hatha Yoga & 
meditation for everybody 

Highclere Village Hall:Tues 5.30 pm & Weds 
4.15 (chair yoga) & 6 pm

Newbury Mon 7pm, Headley Tues 10 am
Kingsclere Village Club Friday’s 9.30 am &
Deep Yoga Relax – mindful micro retreats

Contact Joanna Edge 07970 166675
Joanna@RealMeYoga.co.uk   

www.RealMeYoga.co.uk

.  .  .  .  .  .   

Going away?

Mature local lady with much 
experience,

will come into your home, 
feed and love your cats
and water your plants.
Good local references.

Call 253776 or 07759 318689
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East Woodhay Parish Council Members continued:

Phil Jarvis, Silvam, Mount Road, RG20 9QZ   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254422
Barry Lambert, Hollebeke House, Gore End Road, Ball Hill RG20 0PD  . . . 254603
James Mitchell (Chairman) Southlawn, Church Road, WH RG20 9XQ   .  .  .  . 254747
John Morris, Corner Lea, Woolton Hill Road, RG20 9UT  . . . . . . . . . . . . 250965 
John Murdoch, 6 Tile Barn Row, Woolton Hill RG20 9TF . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255216 
Mark Rand, Lostock, Church Lane, Woolton Hill, RG20 9XG . . . . . . . . . . .250898
East Woodhay Parish Clerk
Amy White, Guilton Ash, Tile Barn,RG209UX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07480 042395

East Woodhay Village Hall  . . . . . . . . .Carol Stanley . . . . . . . . . . 01635 35859
eastwoodvillhall@gmail.com

East Woodhay Short Mat Bowls Club  . .Contact: Cathy Neller  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  255589
East Woodhay Silver Band  . . . . . . . . .Contact: Rosemary Gittins 07917 522180
East Woodhay Society                       Chairman, Mark Rand  . . . . . . .  250898 

mark_rand@hotmail.com                          www.wooltonhill.com/community/ews.html
East Woodhay Twinning Association    Moyra Harkness, Secretary  01635 254426
East Woodhay W I   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary: Jean Ransom . . . . . . 254070
Hampshire County Council . . . . . . . . .Member: Tom Thacker   .  .  01962 771863
Guiding–Woolton Hill

Woolton Hill Rainbows   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Victoria Brackstone   .  .  .  . 07779 638622
Woolton Hill Brownies & Guides.  .  .  .  .  contact: Beckie Holmes . . 07899 682628
2whbrownies@gmail.com 

Highclere Film Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Chris Martin  .  .  .  .  .  .  253461
Highclere Evergreens   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Leader: Mrs. V. Burge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  864584
Litter warden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  . litterwarden@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk
MP  .  .  .  .  . Kit Malthouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01264 401401

kit.malthouse.mp@parliament.uk  . . . . 2 Church Close, Andover, SP10 1DP
National Women’s Register   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Contact: Jean Brown . . . . . . . . 254921
Neighbourhood Watch

Woolton Hill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Bentham . . . . . . . . . . . . 255582
North End . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Castle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .253537

Newbury Chamber Choir  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .info@newburychamberchoir.co.uk
Nwby  Wkly  News WH Correspondent .Nicole Bentham . . . . . . . . . . . 255582
Police  . . . Hampshire Constabulary   .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

Position to be filled
The Samaritans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42452

24hr Emergency Numbers
Thames Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 9200 888
Southern Water (water supply)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  01273 606766
Southern Electric  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105  or  08000727282

Age Concern Hampshire Village Agent: Sarah  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07806 659449
Arbor Flora Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Ros Oles . . . . . . . . . 254790
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council Basingstoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 844844

member: Clive Sanders (cllr.clive.sanders@ basingstoke.gov.uk)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .254839
Churches

East Woodhay, St Martin’s  . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . www.stmartins.church
Churchwardens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Twallin   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253354

Andrew Colville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254017
Woolton Hill, St Thomas’ www.wooltonhill.com/community/church/church.html
Churchwardens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Vane   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .253707

Bridget Wheeler   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  250729
Defibrillators

There are 2 public access defibrillators in the Parish. One  at  the Woolton Hill
 Church Hall and the other at the East Woodhay Village Hall

Doctors’ Surgery Woolton Hill   .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .253324
Patient Participation: . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rosemary Cahill   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253306

Ducklings Fiona Morgan.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42080

East Woodhay & Highclere Neighbourcare Volunteer Driving
To arrange a drive please call:

Chris Sketchley   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07770 834592 
Nicole Bentham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .255582
Frieda King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .253378

Enquiries/Volunteers–www.ewhneighbourcare.org.uk . . . . . Keith Nunn..253888.
East Woodhay Charities . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Susan Wren   .  .  .  .  .  .  254875
East Woodhay Cricket Club . . . . . . . . .Contact Adrian Batchelor . 07810 647618
East Woodhay Flower & Produce Show  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .254114

www.eastwoodhayflowershow.co.uk
East Woodhay Football Club . . . . . . . .Chairman: Alan Jones  . . . . . . . 254024
East Woodhay Local History Society   .  .Sec: Christine Dalton   .  .  . 07880 628 114
East Woodhay Parish Council Members:                www.eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk

Susan Cooper, 76 Harwood Rise, WH RG20 9XZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .254149
Paul Hurst, (Vice Chairman) 31 Greenacres, Woolton Hill RG20 9TA   .  .  .  .  .254363
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Schools
The Clere  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  278372

Community Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .278129
St Martin’s East Woodhay CE Primary.  . www.st-martins.hants.sch.uk . . . . 597796
St Thomas’, Woolton Hill, Infants  .  .  .  .  www.stthomasinfant.co.uk  . . . . 253431
Woolton Hill Juniors  . . . . . . . . . . . . www.wooltonhilljunior.co.uk   .  .  253364 

Spectrum http://www wooltonhill com/Spectrum html
Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .253378
Treasurer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gill Burrows   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254301
Distribution   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Chris Vane   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .253707
Advertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Robinson . . . . . . . . . . 253004
Editors: Abbie Dando   SpectrumEditorAbbie@gmail.com . . . . .  07477 987943

Mary Gulliver . . . . . . . . . . .mary@TheGullivers.co.uk . . . . . 254567
Kathy Scott (6pm-9pm)   .  .  .  .spectrumwh@outlook.com  .  .  .  .254756
Jim Hannington  . . . . . . . . .seamusman3@gmail.com  . 07895637611

St Martin’s Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary: Sarah Leventhorpe . . 255293
info@eastwoodhayfete.org.uk   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  www.eastwoodhayfete.org.uk

St Thomas’ Handbell Ringers  . . . . . . .Nicole Bentham . . . . . . . . . . . 255582
Woolton Hill & District Gardeners’ Club

Contact  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nick Harcourt  . . . . . . . . . . . . 253546
Woolton Hill Argyle Football Club.  Jon Dennis  . .  money.whafc@gmail.com
Woolton Hill Church Hall

Nick Harcourt, Charnwood Cottage, Broadlayings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .253546
hallbookings@wooltonhill.com . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07971 064087

Woolton Hill Pre-School . . . . . . . . . . .Brenda Login  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254721
Woolton Hill Sports Club

(tennis, table tennis)  . . . . . . . . . . . . Alison Whitehorn . . . . . . . . . . 254391
Woolton Hill Village Market  . . . . . . . .Claire and Sally

www.whvm.co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . whvmarket@gmail.com
Woolton Hill Website . . . . . . . . . . . . .Contact: Helen Carlile . . . . . . . 254043

www. WooltonHill.com

Spectrum Advertising Rates with effect from April 2019
Annual rates–please contact Michael Robinson Tel 253004
For ALL fund-raising events (charity, political, etc) £3 per quarter page b&w, £5 colour
For all commercial and professional advertisements: £25 (colour) per quarter page
Invoices are issued once the publication has been sent to print. Please note that 
advertisements may be altered in size to fit the space available.

Guidance to advertisers: http://www.wooltonhill.com/Spectrum.html 
Subscription: £5 per annum

Directory of Local Organizations

Wasps۰Hornets۰Rats۰Mice۰Moles 
Woodworm۰Ants۰Fleas۰Flies۰Moths 

Bed Bugs۰Beetles۰Cockroaches
Domestic and Commercial

www.pestcontrolberkshire.com

01635 250 852

“Many thanks for your perseverance and 
strategic help in negotiations. I really  
appreciate your dedication, professionalism and 
generous support”    

Mr & Mrs M sold via Brunsdens   

Contact Brunsden Associates: Telephone: 01635 255501 
Email: property@brunsden.com - Visit: www.brunsden.com

The Old Axe & Compass, East End, Newbury RG20 0AA

You will be purring when you see our competitive rates

Brunsden final Spectrum ads.indd   1 08/01/2015   10:19

Doors | Windows | Conservatories | Orangeries | Porches | Small Extensions
Aluminium Bi-Fold Doors | Kitchen Fitting | Electric Roller Garage Doors

www.mgwindowsnewbury.co.uk    info@mgwindowsnewbury.co.uk
01635 254083  or  07900 487274
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Heating Oil now available to collect in 20 litre drums

01635 253 253
www.marshfuels.co.uk

H C Marsh (Newbury) Ltd, Ball Hill, Newbury, Berkshire. RG20 0PW
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